
March 2021 

New Lenten Cross 
The new cross in our sanctuary fashioned on a similar cross at 

Chris’ former church in Gaffney, Limestone Presbyterian, will be 

present during Lent as an aid in our worship and invitation to 

reflection and repentance. Written prayers of confession and 

intercession may be placed on the nails following worship or 

during the week during office hours.   

Slips of paper provided in Sunday bulletins and also on the side 

pew near the cross should be used (they can be folded for 

privacy).  Time of prayer and reflection at the cross is also 

welcome. We thank Ron Gemme for constructing the cross and 

making possible this opportunity for our Lenten journeys.   

Worship Offerings For Lent and Holy Week 
Join us in-person with registration for Sunday Worship Services at 10:30am 

Also streaming on our website at 10:30am and available thereafter each week.  
  

March 7th             Worship with Sacrament of Communion 

March 10th (Wed)     Service of Scripture, Prayer and Music 
                                            Pre-recorded and available beginning at noon 

March 14th          Worship with Special Music by Jubilate Ringers 

March 21st          Worship with Special Music by Saxophone Quartet 
                                        Mission’s Drive Thru Food Collection from 11:30 to 1pm (see page 6) 

March 24th (Wed)     “Hope in the Shadows“ Cantata by Chancel Choir 
                                        Pre-recorded and available beginning at noon 

March 28th          Palm Sunday with Special Music by Dr. Karen Ball 

April 1st                Maundy Thursday Service of Communion and Tenebrae  

                                        As the passion narrative is read and music is  shared, the light of Jesus’ life is 

         slowly extinguished (in-person and live streamed at 7pm) 

 April 4th                Easter Service of the Resurrection  

                                         With special music at 10:30 am service by Pete Stephenson on Trumpet 

                                         One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be received (page 5) 

                         (possibility of two in-person services following approved Covid protocols in  

         effect at that time, TBD)  

Information including seating capacity to be provided in March as the Session continues to 

monitor Covid and the Vaccination Process. 
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Montreat welcomes all people and is affiliated  
with the Presbyterian Church  (PCUSA) 

Mission: Encountering God through relationships, renewal, recreation, and rest.  

https://montreat.org 

(20 minutes from Asheville, NC) 

https://montreat.org/events/spring-sabbath
https://montreat.org/
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HOLD THE DATE! 

All are invited to a 

Fellowship Luncheon 

 on Sunday, April 11th  following worship.   

We will have individually packaged lunches  

outside on the church grounds.   

More info coming soon! 

Thank you so much for all the love, kindness and 

support you have shown me over the last 10 

years. I have enjoyed working with all of you and 

look forward to many more years here.  

Sincerely, 

Christy 

Celebrating Christy’s 10 Year Anniversary at LPC 

Elders Carol Bogle, Diane Mikkelson and 

Debbie Hough along with Chris surprised 

Christy with flowers and a sizable monetary 

gift from session and staff in appreciation of 

her commitment and faithfulness. 

Following the surprise, to continue the 

celebration, Chris, Christy, and Stephanie 

met Karen Ball and Robin Lind for lunch! 
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Thank you for your generous support for the staff of Red Cedar Elementary 

School!  We were able to purchase 86 gift cards for the teachers and their aids with 

your contributions! Your gifts were greatly appreciated by all.     

The Mission and Outreach committees   

Assistant Principal Cynthia Laizer shared the following message and picture: 

“Thank you again for treating the staff. There were lots of smiles on Friday. Here are some 

of them.” 

Gift cards “delivered” to 

teaching staff. 



Page 5 

Responding to the Winter Storm 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is in communication with 

Presbyterian leadership on the ground in Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas 

and Louisiana. We have offered assistance and assessments will be 

made as power is restored and things begin to thaw. PDA stands ready 

to assist. Please join us in praying for safety and warmth. To support 

this response, designate gifts for DR000015 at pda.pcusa.org .  

March CCMAC is for One Great Hour of Sharing  

     Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, 

sanitation, education, and opportunity. The 3 programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing 

(Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of 

People ) all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial 

disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide people 

with safety, sustenance, and hope.  

     Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the lives of people in these 

challenging situations. The offering provides a way to share God's love with our neighbors in need.  

We will collect OGHS offering Easter Sunday and throughout March.  

Make checks payable to LPC marked OGHS. 

As of February 26th, February CCMAC for the Souper Bowl of Caring Offering totals $2,211.49. 

pda.pcusa.org
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DRIVE-THRU FOOD COLLECTION AT LPC 

SUNDAY, MARCH 21ST 
 

The Mission Team is planning a “Spring” drive-thru food collection 

for Agape Family center. You have been so generous in our 

November and January drives and the need still exists so we are 

asking you once again to share your gifts.  Please bring your donations to LPC on Sunday, March 21st 

between 11:30 am and 1:00 pm and we will happily unload your vehicle! Just drive through under the 

covering on the US 278 side of the church, pop the trunk, socialize safely and accept the gratitude of 

Agape! It will be good to see you all! Thank you for helping us support Agape, they are very thankful!  

We hope to see you on Sunday, March 21st. if you have any questions, please contact Jan Catanese 

(248) 766-0402.  When shopping, please consider the most requested and needed items: 

Fresh fruit 

Sweet and white potatoes and onions 

Mascea (flour to make tortillas 

Beans and rice (dry and canned)  

Canned fruit and vegetables 

Peanut butter and jelly 

Canned chicken and tuna 

Baby food 

Cereal  

Pasta and pasta sauce  

Session Book Study 
 

Your LPC Session is in the midst of a six week 

study of “Envisioning the Congregation 

Practicing the Gospel, a guide for pastors and 

lay leaders” by Dr. John W. Stewart, Professor 

of Ministry and Evangelism Emeritus at 

Princeton Theological Seminary.   Please pray that their 

reading and discussion would bear fruit as they lead this 

congregation into a post-pandemic world!  Pray for elder 

Doug Adamson too as he leads and facilitates.  
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CHRISTIAN CARING MINISTRY 

The second candle of light for this pandemic time is the Candle of Grace, the grace 

to ease heavy burdens. 

Almost a year has passed since the onset of the Covid-19 Virus induced 

pandemic.  During this lengthy time, we have all been under greater stress 

to just carry out our activities of daily living.  Eating, shopping, caring for 

ourselves - physically and spiritually- have been under assault. Add to this 

the loneliness of social distancing  and even isolation from family and loved 

ones;  we all have faced increased burdens and burdensome living. 

When does it end?  We really do not know. 

But we believers who trust in God’s grace know that we will get through this awful 

experience—and be stronger for it because we have been forced to recognize and admit to 

having so many God-given gifts. And we have recognized it is not up to us to question WHY but 

to decide WHAT we DO during these times to praise and glorify God and share HIS Gifts. Then 

our Burdens are Light. 

 

 

God grant each of us   

The COURAGE to change the things we can change 

The GRACE to  accept the things  

we cannot change  and 

The WISDOM to know the difference 

 
 

 

"Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us 

and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your 

hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word."                                                                     

-- 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

Bill Thorpe, Christian Caring  LPC 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

Jubilate Ringers have been rehearsing weekly since the beginning of February and 

will be providing music on Sunday, March 14. They will be playing “The Solid Rock” 

arranged by Jason Klug for handbells and piano, Karen Ball. This is sure to be a dynamic 

Prelude to uplift everyone’s spirit. They will also be playing “God So Loved the World” 

arranged by Lloyd Larson for special music and the last piece we played before the 

quarantine began last March.    

The Chancel Choir has also been rehearsing since the beginning of February, masked 

and distanced, and will be presenting a taped presentation of the Lenten Cantata that 

they were preparing for the Lenten season a year ago. This presentation will be 

available at noon on Wednesday, March 24. The Cantata is titled “Hope in the 

Shadows” with music by Joel Raney and Lloyd Larson. Stephen Ball will participate as 

the reader for the Cantata and Dr. Karen Ball will accompany the choir on the piano.  

We are excited to have the opportunity to assist in bringing spiritual healing through 

the sharing of our music during this difficult time. 

Easter Flowers for the Sanctuary  
Our sanctuary will again be adorned with spring blooms on Easter Sunday.  These 

spring plants are robust and suitable for planting in your garden.  We offer 3 varieties 

of spring flowers, Azaleas, Lilies and Caladium. 

Please place your order by March 19th.  You may place your order form and payment 

in the Sunday offering or mail it to the church. The plants may be retrieved after   

                                        Easter Services, April 4th.  **Please select an option “Donate” or “Take Plant” ** 

Flower Cost Quantity 

Lily $ 16.00 ________ 

Azalea $ 16.00 ________ 

Caladium $ 16.00 ________ 

Name_______________________________________________  

IN MEMORY OF ______________________________________  

or 

IN HONOR OF _______________________________________  

Donate ____       Take plant _____ 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY 

Mission Statement:     
The Christian Education Ministry educates, inspires and grows disciples in Christ. 

Grow with us. 

   MEN OF PURPOSE (MOP) on Saturday mornings, 9am 

Men of Purpose meets Saturdays at 9:00am in the church parlor.   We are 

wearing masks, social distancing and following church Covid 19 protocol.    We 

will begin discussing a Lenten Study - “People of the Passion” by Cathy Randall 

on February 27 and carry this Lenten Study through March 27.  This will be a great time to give Men 

of Purpose a visit.   All Men are welcome.  Come and bring a friend.  Contact Bill Walker: 

billwalker42@gmail.com with questions.  

Stay tuned for Bible 102! 

Bible 102: Introduction to the Old Testament 

Did you enjoy Bible 101? Bible 102 will begin after Easter! Order your book from Amazon: 

Introducing the Old Testament (Exploring the Bible: The Dickinson Series (Student Guides: 2nd 

Edition) (Volume 2) by Rev. Anne Robertson, or contact the church office by March 29th if you’d 

like a book ordered for you. Did you miss out on taking Bible 101: What is the Bible? Don’t worry. 

We will repeat this series of classes again in the future! 

Lenten Prayer Group Thursdays at 8:00am via Zoom !  
Join us for a brief time (about 20 minutes) of prayer and reflection on scripture using lectio 

divina, an ancient form of meditation, prayer, and scripture reading based on hearing 

scripture read aloud.  

Come when you can and as you are! No preparation required, only a willingness to listen. You 

don’t even have to have your video on or speak! Please arrive and exit quietly. A Zoom link is 

sent via e-blast on Fridays. 

102 

mailto:billwalker42@gmail.com?subject=MOP
https://www.amazon.com/Rev-Anne-Robertson/e/B001JS8I0G/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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“LPC Reads”   

For All of the LPC Book Enthusiasts …  

We would like to know if you have read any good books lately. The books can be on any 

subject. Please email the title of the book, the author and brief description (one or two lines) 

of the book and why you liked it to Carol Bogle at carolbogle21@gmail.com.  

From Pam Davis-Webb: If you've wondered why God just doesn't march in and fix things in the midst 

of the pandemic, consider reading God and The Pandemic by N. T. Wright (scholar and theologian). 

The author validates our tears, fears and doubts brought on by months in lockdown with a message 

of calm and trust - that God continues to work with and through those who love him.  

 

From Bill Thorpe:   God and the Pandemic by N.T. Wright with a discussion group led by Chris. 

Although a tough read, it helped me accept our current situation better; and 

Leadership  by Doris Kearns Goodwin. About the distinguishing personal qualities of Lincoln, 

T.Roosevelt, F. Roosevelt and Lyndon Johnson. Enlightened me about character and personhood of 

well known accomplished historical individuals making my analysis of current individuals of similar 

occupation more understandable. 

 

From Dan Herrin (recommended by Jon Nickel) :    A Gentleman in Moscow, by Amor Towles. During 

the Russian Revolution, Count Alexander Rostov, the main character, is arrested and sentenced to 

house arrest in the 5-Star hotel, The Metropol (actual hotel still operating), located across the street 

from the Kremlin. From an aristocratic family, having traveled extensively and never having worked a 

day in his life, the grand hotel and the people who work and stay there become the Count's entire 

world.  

 

From Carol Bogle:    Trouble the Water by Rebecca Dwight Bruff. This novel is inspired by the 

"undertold story of Robert Smalls."   Robert Smalls was born a slave in Beaufort County.  In an 

attempt to gain freedom for his family, he stole a Confederate boat and along with others, sailed it 

out of Charleston Harbor and past Fort Sumter during the Civil War  and met up with a Yankee boat. 

That is only one of the amazing things Robert Smalls did. The author has a masters and doctorate in 

theology from Southern Methodist Univ. She was so captivated by the story of Robert Smalls on her 

first visit to South Carolina, that " she left her job and moved across the country to research and write 

this novel. Dr. Bruff serves as a part time minister at Carteret Street Methodist Church in Beaufort. 
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OUTREACH MINISTRY 

We Need You! 
 

Do you have an interest in prison reform or reaching out to the community? 
There is a place for you to serve on Outreach! If you are an ideas person who 
wants to help the church do creative ministry or if you have a desire to be put to 
work, you are welcome to try out LPC’s Outreach ministry! Attend a meeting to 
see what all we’re working on and how you can help (including helping put on 
our upcoming Blessing of the Animals event)! Please contact the church office. 
 

 
 

Prison Talk Series 
“I was in prison and you visited me.” -- Matthew 25:36  

 

This month the Outreach Ministry will release a series of videos to educate the 
congregation on the Prison system. The videos will include one with Chaplain Bo Welch 
explaining different types of justice, interviews with the organization JumpStart (a 
Christian nonprofit that helps assist current and formerly incarcerated individuals with re-
entry to society), which will include the Director who was formerly incarcerated and a 
volunteer who served on the South Carolina Parole Board, and another video with  
Attorney Shirene C. Hansotia from the South Carolina ACLU who works on the Criminal 
Justice Policy Counsel. Stay tuned also for opportunities to discuss this series of videos with 
Rev. Dion and Chaplain Welch. 

LPC’s Annual Blessing of the Animals Service is coming up! 
 

Stay tuned for the details which will be released soon via church eblast. This will be 
an outdoor event with masks and social distancing. It’s a great opportunity to tell 
your pet loving friends and neighbors about LPC! 
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Create in Me a Clean Heart 
By Joyce Rupp, from “Out of the Ordinary”  

 

“Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and put a new and right spirit within me”  -Psalm 51: 10 

 
 Create in me a clean heart, open and receptive, so that I may embrace the many ways 

you choose to visit my life.  

  Create in me a clean heart, cleared of the refuse of old battles with others and deadly 

opposition with myself  

 Create in me a clean heart, purified through the daily disruptions and the life encounters 

that take me beyond my grasping control and ego-centeredness.  

  Create in me a clean heart, freed from the clutter of cultural enticements, so that I can 

enjoy the beauty of life's simple things and relish the gifts I easily take for granted.  

 Create in me a clean heart, bathed from harsh thoughts, shame, and perfectionistic 

tendencies, warmly welcoming others with the embrace of nonjudgment.  

  Create in me a clean heart, brushed free of frantic busyness, so that I will have time to 

dwell with you in the listening space of solitude and silence.  

  Create in me a clean heart, rinsed of the residue of false messages about my identity, 

enabling my inner goodness and light to shine through all I am and do.  

  Create in me a clean heart, cleansed of anxiety and lack of crust, restoring in me an 

enduring faith in your abiding presence and unconditional love.  

  Create in me a clean heart, scrubbed of racism and prejudice, drawing me toward all as 

my sisters and brothers.  

  Create in me a clean heart, washed with your mercy and strengthened by your love, 

helping me move beyond whatever keeps me from union with you.  

 Create a clean heart in me, God. Dust off the unmindful activity that constantly collects 

there.  De-clutter my heart from harsh judgments and negativity. Wash away my 

resistance to working through difficult relationships. Rinse off my un-loving so the beauty 

of my generous and kind heart can shine forth. Remove whatever keeps me from 

following in your compassionate footsteps. Amen. 
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Looking for something to keep you busy while staying at home? 

The Communications Ministry is looking for helpers to create the monthly LPC Newsletter 

and update our website. No experience is necessary, we can provide training. There will only be a few minor 

areas of the website to update and you can do it all from your own home. If you would like to help, please 

contact Janit Maguire at janitmaguire@gmail.com or 845-527-6409. Thank you!   

COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY 

mailto:janitmaguire@gmail.com


Phone: 843-815-6570 
E-mail:    lpcoffice1@hargray.com 

Lowcountry 

Presbyterian Church 

 

Session Members: 

John Abernethy (Membership) 
(843)757-8099 
jagolf@aol.com 

Doug Adamson (Administration) 
843-706-9260 
adamson.doug@gmail.com 

Donald Allison (Mission) 
(843) 707-7671 
dcsallison@gmail.com 

Carol Bogle (Christian Education) 
(843)356-5268 
carolbogle21@gmail.com 

Debbie Hough (Worship) 
(843)815-2884 
hougha@bellsouth.net 

Janit Maguire (Communications) 
(845) 527-6409 
janitmaguire@gmail.com 

Diane Mikkelson  (Mission) 
(843) 757-6686  
dianemikke@aol.com 

David Tanner (Building & Grounds) 

tannerds65@outlook.com 
(734)233-1319 

William Thorpe (Christian Care) 
(843) 706-2729 
87wt1514@gmail.com 

Larry Tremitiere (Worship) 
(843) 208-3414 
ltrem1943@gmail.com 
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Session Highlights - February 2021 
 

At its February Stated Meeting, conducted via Zoom video 

conferencing, the Session: 

 Received a report from Clerk of Session Bush on his review of the 

church rolls of regular active members and affiliate members.  He 

expressed his appreciation to Elder Maguire and Church 

Administrator Christy James for their help in reconciling the 

church rolls with the Directory and Realm databases. It was 

determined that as of December 31, 2020 LPC had 299 regular 

active members and 14 affiliate members. As of the date of the 

February Session meeting that number had been reduced to 296 

regular active members, reflecting the transfer of Gary and Lanna 

Swindler, the transfer of Bruce and Judy Hardie and the death of 

Marilyn Gemme.   

 Received the 2020 PC(USA) Statistical Report to be filed by the 

Clerk of Session with the Charleston Atlantic Presbytery.  

(Anyone wishing to receive a copy of the Statistical Report should 

contact Ernest Bush).  

 Reviewed the state of the COVID-19 pandemic in Bluffton and 

concluded that, though the number of new infections, estimated 

active cases and the incidence rate are all declining, they have 

not yet reached levels that would permit the Session to re-open 

the church for unrestricted in-person worship.  The current 

limited attendance pre-registration process and anti-virus 

protocols will continue at this time. 

 However, in light of the positive trends in Covid-19 infection 

rates, the recent vaccine deployment and increasing member and 

visitor desire to attend the restricted worship services currently 

being held, the Session increased the number of family units 

permitted to attend restricted worship from 20 to 25. 

 Reminded all participants in producing the worship services that 

even though Covid-19 trends are improving the church’s 

protocols are still in effect … masks must still be worn with only 

certain specified exceptions. 

 

The next Stated Session meeting will be at 7:00 PM on Monday, 

March 15, 2021.  If you have any questions please contact Ernest 

Bush, Clerk of Session at 843-290-3218 or elbush@mac.com.  

mailto:elbush@mac.com?subject=Session
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Ila Bates 
Fran Casperson  

Reid Holland  
 Pat Kershner 

       Dave Tanner 
 

Member Prayer List 

2 Gail Box 

3  Sandy Benninger  

5 Anna Anderson 

6 Bert Ruys 

7 Wim Tekelenburg 

8 Bill Walker 

11 Mendel Spears 

12 Mel Gates 

13 Diane Mikkelson 

15 Vicki Melton 

15 Carolyn Jones 

19 Sharon Bogert 

19 Pat Kuhn 

19 Carolyn Whitman 

20 Noah Hale 

22 Joan Kimble 

25 Derek Hardin 

25 Bob Whitman 

26 Bill Leib 

28 Alice Pierce 

30 Anita Juelch 

31 Peggy Audet 

Shirley Burson has moved to an independent living place near 

her family and is doing well settling in.  Her new address is: 

1195 North Street, Apt 338 

Westerville, OH  43081  

Joan Kimble has also moved. Her new address is: 

2 Harlow Place 

Delanco, NJ 08075 

The Flower Sign-up for 2021  

is posted in the Narthex 

If you would like to purchase the memorial flowers for a 
Sunday morning, please sign-up on the board in the Nar
thex or contact the church office; lpcoffice1@hargray.com 
or 843-815-6570.  

Flowers can be taken home after worship or donated to be 
given to members through our Flower Ministry. Many 
dates are open beginning April 11th. 

Congratulations to Andy and Debbie Hough on the birth of their granddaughter, 

Lillian Pearl Henderson, born February 1, 2021, 7lbs. 3oz., 19inches long. 

mailto:lpcoffice1@hargray.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Worship 

Ministry 

7pm 

2 
Bell Choir 
Rehearsal, 
12:30pm 

Zoom Bible 
Study, 6:30pm 

3 

Zoom Bible 
Study, 4pm 
 

Session Book 
Study, 7pm 

4 

Prayer 
Group 8am 
 

Choir Reh., 
2pm 

5 6 

Men of 
Purpose, 
9am 

7 

Communion 

Worship, 

10:30am 

8 9 
Bell Choir, 12:30pm 

CE Ministry, 2pm 

Communication 
Ministry 4pm  

Outreach 
Ministry 5pm 

Zoom Bible 
Study, 6:30pm 

10 

Lenten Worship 
at noon & after 
online 
 

Zoom Bible 
Study, 4pm 
 

Session Book 
Study, 7pm 

11 

Prayer 
Group 8am 

 

Choir Reh., 
2pm 

12 13 

Men of 
Purpose, 
9am 

14 

Worship, 

10:30am 
 

New Member 

Class 4pm 

15 

Session 

Meeting, 

7pm 

16 

Bell Choir 
Rehearsal, 
12:30pm 

Stephen Ministry 
6:30pm 

17 

Session Book 
Study, 7pm 

18 

Prayer 
Group 8am 

 

Choir Reh., 
2pm 

19 20 

Men of 
Purpose, 
9am 

21 

Worship, 
10:30am 

Drive Thru Food 
Collection 

New Member 
Class 4pm 

22 23 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal, 

12:30pm 

24 
Lenten Worship 
Cantata by the 
Chancel Choir 
at noon & after 
online 

Session Book 
Study, 7pm 

25 

Prayer 
Group 8am 

26 27 

Men of 
Purpose, 
9am 

28 

Worship, 

10:30am 

New Member 

Class 4pm 

29 30 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal, 

12:30pm 

31 

 

   


