November/December 2021

LPC Mission Statement
Surrounded by God’s grace, we are a family of faith joined together through Christ,
offering meaning and hope to all by the way we worship, serve and live.

New Members Class Fall 2021

New members joined the church family on
October 31st. See more information on pages 10
and 11. Lois Lunardini not pictured.

New members enjoyed brunch after the service at
Rosehill with Chris and Stephanie. Photo taken by Chris.

Events and Services Coming up:
Community Thanksgiving Service Tuesday, November 23rd at 7pm
with lay speakers and a combined choir of LPC, Church of the Palms, and
Bluffton Methodist Churches
Advent begins Sunday, November 28th
Hanging of the Greens following worship on November 28th
All volunteers welcomed and rewarded with pizza!
Christmas Fellowship Dinner and Sing along Wednesday, December 8th
Christmas Cantata and Jubilate Ringers, Sunday, December 19th
Blue Christmas / Longest Night Service, Tuesday, December 21st at Bluffton UMC
Christmas Eve Services of Carols, Communion and Candelight, December 24th at 4 and 7pm
Watch for details in E-blasts and bulletins to come!
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New Elders Elected

Congratulations to these members who were elected to serve as Elders on October 24th at
the congregational meeting: for the class of 2024: (as pictured l-r) Sandy Benninger, Jerri
Hanna, Carolyn Marshall, and Anne Redlus. And for a one year unexpired term of the class of
2022, Karen Couser. They have now begun an Elder Training Course with Rev. Herrin that
involves four meetings (6 hours) and reading a book outside that time. They will be ordained
and installed on January 9th and will begin their ministry among us at that time.

Stewardship dinner participants on October
13th got to know one another as they
discussed their own experiences and
practices around giving in small groups.
Pictured here are three of the six groups.
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OUTREACH MINISTRY

Recap of Criminal Justice Series

Thank you to everyone who helped make our
September series a success! We are so
appreciative of our three speakers from whom we
were able to learn a lot and discover how much
more there is to learn about the Beaufort County
Sheriff’s Office, Solicitors Office, and our State
Senators offices. We are appreciative of them
sharing their knowledge with us and helping us
understand their perspective of how they enact
and participate in doing justice.

Next Steps
Tour of District 14 Solicitor’s Office Victim’s Services Center
From our series, we were invited to take a tour of the victim’s services center located at Solicitor Duffie
Stone's Circuit 14 Offices. There they have special accommodations for people affected by domestic
violence, sexual assault, abuse, and more. At these offices, nonprofit partners such as Hopeful Horizons,
the Child Abuse Prevention Association, and Lowcountry Legal Volunteers have office space and can
arrange services for victims in a single visit. The center’s aim is to help those in need transition from
victim to survivor. A group of those interested from the series are taking a tour to learn more about this
center on Friday, November 5th.

Stephanie and committee members meeting with
First Presbyterian Church Hilton Head to see how we can partner
Pastor Stephanie and two members of the Outreach team will be sharing what they learned from our
series with First Presbyterian Church HHI on Thursday, November 4th at their Coffee and Conversation
ministry. We are hoping to find ways our two churches can partner in doing justice together. The
Outreach Team has a lot of ideas on next steps for our criminal justice learnings and hope to move into
action. If you have an interest in being involved in our next step efforts, please contact Stephanie at
RevDion@lowcountrypres.org to get involved.

Keep an eye out for new opportunities to learn and to do justice.
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The Bluffton Christmas Parade
December 2nd at 10am!
We are looking for those who are interested in planning or walking for this
fun community event! Whether you are a Christmas fanatic, a detailed
planner, or creative doer we would love you to be a part of this planning
committee! We also want to know who is interested in walking in the
parade the day of. Please contact Pastor Stephanie if you are interested in
either at RevDion@lowcountrypres.org.

Patti Callahan, author of “Once Upon a Wardrobe,” in conversation with Margaret Evans
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7th at 4:00pm at LOWCOUNTRY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Free & Open to the Public I Books Available for Sale
This author conversation will also be live-streamed on the church's Facebook and
YouTube pages.
About “Once Upon a Wardrobe”: From parttime Bluffton resident Patti Callahan,
the bestselling author of “Becoming Mrs. Lewis,” comes another enchanting
story that pulls back the curtain on the early life of C. S. Lewis. "Where did Narnia
come from?" The answer will change everything.
"Once Upon a Wardrobe is a poignant meditation on the lengths we will go to for
our loved ones as well as a fascinating glimpse into the early life of C. S. Lewis.
Patti Callahan's beautiful, lifeaffirming novel is a reminder that literature lives
inside us, and that when we read someone else's story, we understand so much
more about our own. A gorgeous, compelling book."
-Janet Skeslien Charles, award-winning author of “The Paris Library”

The Faith of Pat Conroy
On October 3rd, Jonathan Haupt,
Executive Director of The Pat
Conroy Literary Center and Holland
Perryman, Beaufort High School
student body president and
student intern at the Pat Conroy
Literary Center, spoke about the
faith of Pat Conroy as shown in his
many books. The approximately 70
attendees learned how Pat
incorporated various references to
faith, spirituality and religion as Mr.
Haupt and Ms. Perryman read excerpts from The Prince of Tides, Beach Music, The Great Santini and
other novels written by Pat. It was a fascinating program. To learn more about the life of Pat Conroy,
visit the Pat Conroy Literary Center at 601 Bladen St., Beaufort. The Center is open ThursdaySunday from 12-4.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY

Grow with us.

Mission Statement:

The Christian Education Ministry educates, inspires and grows disciples in Christ.

Take “5”

Would you like the opportunity to grow in your faith? Have you wanted to read the entire New
Testament but thought it was too overwhelming? Would you like to read the New Testament and have
the opportunity to discuss what you have read with fellow members of LPC ? If the answer to any of
these questions is yes, then join us in the 5x5x5 New Testament Reading Plan starting January 1,
2022. We have shortened the title to "Take 5". This plan makes it easy to read the New Testament: 5
minutes a day, 5 days a week. The third "5" is a suggested list of ways for you to "dig deeper" as you go
along. There will be opportunities throughout the year to gather together and discuss what we have
and read or heard. Stay tuned for more information about this program in future e-blasts.

New Name, Broader Vision
Effective January 1, 2022 , the Christian Education Ministry is changing its name to the Faith Formation
Ministry. We believe that faith formation is a lifelong process that educates, inspires and molds us into
disciples of Jesus Christ. Please join us on this journey!

Children and Youth Ministries

Our Children and Youth are both using a new curriculum created by the PC(USA) called Follow Me! Both
groups are learning about our Christian charge to Welcome All! See Cameron Fox’s picture from
children’s church above.
Children’s Church is for children kindergarten through 5th grade and meets every second Sunday of the
month with Mrs. Phyllis Willever.
Youth Group is for middle and high school aged youth. They meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at
7pm with Coach Josh Fox and Pastor Stephanie.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY
Sunday School
Join us for a short 3-week series using resources from TheBibleProject.com! Each class includes a short
audio recording that is available via eblast each week, a short video we will watch in class, and discussion
on how the topic with scripture relates to our lives. Each class stands alone so we hope you will attend
any and all classes that you are able and listen to the audio recording before class if possible.
November: Biblical Themes
Discover more about particular words and themes in the Bible through this short series.
11/7 - Water of Life
11/14 - Image of God
11/21 - Generosity

Advent Study
Beginning November 28th, the first Sunday of Advent

For centuries, Christians around the world have used the four weeks leading up to Christmas to
prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth. It’s a time when we observe his first coming while also l
ooking forward to his second coming. In the four weeks of Advent, we meditate on hope, peace, joy,
and love. Join us any Sunday morning at 9:35am in the Parlor as we explore the heart of these words.
11/28 - Hope
12/5 - Peace
12/19 - Love
12/26 - Joy

Advent Devotionals and Bookmarks
Advent devotionals and bookmarks will be available in the Narthex beginning November 21st

3 Week Adult Advent Study
Follow Me: Hope Beginning November 30th
Tuesdays at 2pm with Rev. Dion or 6pm with Rev. Herrin
Hope is a key theme during the season of Advent. It is waiting in faith. It is not merely wishing for
something to happen or hoping everything will work out if the stars align. Hope is waiting with
anticipation—at times, with impatience—for what you know and believe is coming. In Hebrew, the
word for rope and hope are the same. Hope is something outside ourselves that tethers us to safety
and helps us keep going, even when we can’t see our way. We hope you will join us through the
Advent season as we embody hope by hearing, seeing, offering and receiving, and proclaiming hope.
There is a reflection guide to accompany the class. The cost will be determined by the number of
people who sign-up (approx. $7 -8). Sign-up by November 18th in the Narthex or online at
lowcountrypres.org/news-events.
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Bible 103 Graduates

The Bible 103 class wrapped up with a dinner provided by the CE ministry. See some of the graduates
above. We are so excited for everyone who has gone through this series and the knowledge they have
gained that has sparked a new or continued interest in learning about the Bible!

Bible 100 Series Upcoming
The Bible 100 Series will restart in February 2021! This 3-part class: 101 - What is the Bible?; 102 - Intro
to Old Testament; 103 - Intro to New Testament, gives you the opportunity to dig deeper and gain a
new perspective of the Bible whether you are a Bible novice or have been reading it your whole life. See
a few testimonials about the series below. Keep on the lookout for more information coming in the new
year!

Testimonials
Although I have heard and adhered to various Bible verses, creeds, etc., this series of courses has put
them in perspective. I have a renewed understanding of my daily devotionals. Getting to know church
members in the class was a bonus. The course is well organized and smoothly run.
— Debbie Hager
I learned so much about the structure of the Bible and why it is organized the way it is. The book was
well organized and easy to read. The leaders and class exercises were very helpful in understanding the
Bible verses we read.
— Maureen Kalmbach
It’s been a great way to gain a better understanding of the Bible while having such inspirational group
discussions. I’m looking forward to our next exploration of the New Testament.
— Carolyn Marshall
The Bible series offers an opportunity to come together as a community in conversation to gain a
deeper understanding of our faith. It was enlightening to read and discuss the many stories and
passages of the New and Old Testaments from a variety of perspectives. I gained a better appreciation
of scripture - its wisdom and applications to my life and our world. I never left the class without learning
something new and without further questions to explore!
— Pam Davis Webb
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY
A Small Group of 30 and 40 somethings
Know a 30 or 40 something in the area?
We hope you will invite them to join us for our
next gathering. Details are still being finalized
but will include food, fellowship, and faith
conversation. Childcare is provided.
Please contact Stephanie at:
RevDion@lowcountrypres.org for more
information.

Men of Purpose (MOP)
Men of Purpose is a small group of Men who are currently discussing “Simply
Jesus” by N. T. Wright. We are just beginning this book and have already
concluded that there is nothing simple about Jesus.

We meet Saturday mornings in the main church parlor from 9:00 to 10:30am. We will be meeting
all Saturdays in November and December except November 27, December 25 and January 1.
We welcome all men and especially those who would like to see if Men of Purpose is something
you would enjoy. Questions contact Bill Walker – billwalker42@gmail.com.

Photo taken by Chuck Thomas.
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Hold the Date!
Please plan on joining the Membership Ministry
Team and our music staff, Drs. Lind and Ball, for
good food, Christmas music and fellowship on
Wednesday evening, December 8th. More info will
be coming soon!

MUSIC MINISTRY

Greetings from the Music Worship Team, the Chancel Choir and the Jubilate Ringers!
As we roll into November and December, we look forward to presenting music for the special worship
services that are being added to the church schedule this year. Both the Choir and the Ringers will be
participating in the Community Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 23. Members of area
churches have been invited to join the choir for this service. In addition, the Chancel Choir will be singing
at the 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service this year. After last year, when the Christmas Eve services were
cancelled, this will be a joyous time to gather together to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

GUEST MUSICIANS in November: The Saxophone Quartet will be returning to LPC and sharing their
beautiful music on November 7th at both services.
Dale Nordby will be singing on November 28th.
The Cantata will be presented on December 19th. Both the Chancel Choir and the Jubilate Ringers will
participate. The choir will be singing a Christmas Cantata arranged by Lloyd Larson, “Behold the Star! A
Christmas Journey to the Light of Christ.”
Additional singers are invited to join the choir for this presentation. Music is available from Robin Lind.
The choir has begun rehearsing it at the beginning of rehearsals at 6:45pm, Thursdays, in the Sanctuary.
There is still time to join this group.
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MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY

New Members Class

Donna & Randy Aubrey recently retired to Hilton Head Island from
southwest Virginia. They both grew up in central Kentucky and
remain enthusiastic UK sports fans. Hobbies include golf for Randy
and Pickleball for both. They are proud parents of two grown
children.

Lynn and Tom Cordy are transferring from Hilton Head First
Presbyterian Church. Originally they are from upstate NY where
both served as public school educators. Tom taught HS special
education and retired as chair of the education department at
Western Connecticut State University. Lynn was a school librarian
and served as a program administrator in staff development. They
have been in Bluffton 11 years and have 2 children and 5
grandchildren.

Sandra and Chad Copenhaver have four children between them.
They moved to Bluffton in 2019 from Boulder, Colorado, where they
raised their two youngest boys and lived for 24 years. Sandra grew
up just north of New York City and spent most of her young adult life
in New York. She traveled in her twenties as a flight attendant and
trip director in the United States and abroad. Chad comes from a
long line of ministers, including his grandmother and grandfather,
his father, his brother, three uncles, two cousins and a niece. He,
however, decided to become a lawyer, and worked for IBM for most
of his career. Sandra has always enjoyed gardening and reading.
Chad’s favorite hobbies are photography and cooking.
Chris and Mary Johnson relocated to the Lowcountry from Detroit,
Michigan and currently live in Bluffton with their two daughters,
Hudson (3.5 years) and Emery (16 months), and their doodle, Olive.
Chris works as a middle school teacher and Mary a pediatrician. We
love the Lowcountry, spending time outdoors and on the water, and
feel so blessed and excited to be a part of the LPC community!
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MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY

New Members Class continued:

Lois Lunardini grew up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and is married
to her husband of 57 years, Lou, who is a retired Presbyterian
minister. They have 3 children and 4 grandchildren. She retired
from Beaufort County Schools as an English and a Second Language
teacher. She resides in Rose Hill.

Lois Lunardini

Kevin and Wendy MacCarthy come to us from Robbinsville, NJ.
They moved to Hampton Lake 2 years ago. Kevin worked as a
packaging engineer for many years in NYC and now owns his own
consulting company and works from home. Wendy continues to
volunteer and enjoys working with special needs children and adults.
They have a 27-year-old daughter, Emily, who is a special education
teacher and resides in NJ. Kevin and Wendy also have a King Charles
Cavalier, Harper Lee who is 8. They are looking forward to becoming
active members of LPC.

Dave and Mimi Stevenson both grew up in New Jersey. Mimi
graduated from Hollins College and went to work for NIH in
Washington. Dave graduated from Dickinson College and George
Washington Law School and had a private practice in DC. Mimi and
Dave met and married in DC and have 3 children and 2
grandchildren. They moved to Tulsa in 1969 for Dave to work for
Amerda Hess. They have lived in Hilton Head for 14 years.

Susan Zeleznik - After 38 years in the classroom teaching art, Susan
decided it was time to put away her markers and paint brushes and
head south from Morris County, North Jersey with her husband,
Frank. They have been here for 16 yrs. They have two grown
children, Dennis, in Simpsonville, SC and daughter, Christie, who is
moving to Anchorage, Alaska for a new job on the air force
base. They have 3 grandchildren, 13 year old twins and a 4 year old.
Susan likes gardening but finds it is frustrating...deer and the
summer heat can really do a garden in! She also loves volunteering
for the PAL thrift store and will start with Meals On Wheels in
November. She is happy to be a part of the LPC family.
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THE GREEN TEAM

(AKA—The Creation Care Team)

A GOD-WINK AND THE WALK FOR WATER, OCTOBER 9th
A gentle rain fell on the Walk for Water check-in table,
as we set up for the 40 Walk participants arriving at
Oyster Factory Park in Old Town Bluffton. A man in a golf cart asked
what we were doing, and we explained, then talked about the rain. By
the time he had driven to the river’s edge and back, the rain had
ceased. He said, “Look!” and pointed to the sky. A beautiful rainbow
graced the area. We knew at that moment it would be a great day and it
was! Thank you, Jean Nordby, for capturing a photo of it on the way to
the event!

Our Bluffton Walkers Team was made up mostly of LPC members and friends as well as 6 from Bluffton
UMC, and 2 from Quaker Friends. We stopped at the well of UMC, filled our buckets, and then walked 2
miles to simulate the work that women and children in many poor countries do every day to collect
water from unclean sources.
Water Mission International, now in their 20th year, has been changing lives by building water filtering
devices as well as latrine systems in N. Charleston and showing people how to use and maintain them as
well as educating villages about proper health and sanitation.
Many thanks to all who participated, including 2 dogs! Walkers enjoyed the camaraderie and spoke of
new friendships formed. 508 Walkers (28 Lowcountry teams) raised $57K! Bluffton Walkers raised
$2525. We look forward to next year’s Walk!
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November Change Can Make A Change is for the Angel Tree
For over 25 years we have had an Angel Tree in the narthex starting the Sunday
before Thanksgiving and the Mission Ministry would be busy making preparations
like cutting angels and filling them out for you to choose to provide toys and
clothing for children from Agape and food for families and seniors. Just like last
year we will still need to adjust our plans to help the families from Agape and
seniors. Once again with Agape’s advice, since so many families are in such need
this year and collecting items and setting up the “store” will not be safe, they have requested that we
provide Walmart gift cards. In some cases, the families will need to purchase food but others may
choose to purchase gifts for their children. Each parent(s) knows best their particular needs. Last
year, we collected $3,725 from Change Can Make a Change and donated cards that provided 147
Walmart cards and oranges for the families.
The need will probably even be greater this year. If you are able, consider generously helping us
collect gift cards and/or contribute to November Change Can Make a Change. If you choose to
purchase Walmart gift cards, please either drop them off at the church office or mail them to 10
Simmonsville Rd., Bluffton, SC. Likewise, if you choose to contribute to November CCMAC, please
remember to put either Angel Tree or November CCMAC on your check to LPC and drop off or mail.
Please pray for these families and pray we can once again have a tree next year. Thank you for your
amazing generosity over the many years of our Angel Tree.

Christmas Joy Offering
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes
to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our
savior.
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering you honor God’s gift of Jesus
Christ by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in
their time of need and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian
related schools and colleges equipping communities or color.
On Sunday, December ?? there will be an insert and envelope for our
annual Joy Offering. . Please use the envelopes in your bulletin to make
your contribution and give generously. Checks should be made
payable to the church with a notation for Joy Offering.

Thanks for your generous donations!
September CCMAC for Boys & Girls Club of Jasper County : $784.00
October Change Can Make a Change for Thanksgiving Turkeys: $1,181.40
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Heifer International
Since 1944, Heifer International has
worked to bring help, healing and hope
to millions of impoverished families
worldwide. With help from donors like
you, over the last 75 years, Heifer has
assisted directly or indirectly, more than
34 million families. Today, they
continue to work in 21 countries. Heifer
works in the areas of livestock and
agriculture to develop programs that
alleviate hunger and poverty.
As we approach the Christmas Season, a
great gift to give is one or more of the
items listed on the enclosed Heifer gift
order form. Just select your gift from a
wide variety of opportunities, indicate
the quantity and the total of your
monetary gift. Make your check out to
Lowcountry Presbyterian Church and
drop the form and check off in the
offering basket at the rear of the church
in November and December when you
attend a service or mail it directly to the
church.
Last year 15 church families gave a total
of $2795.00 which was wonderful.
Together, we can reach even more
families this year by giving the gift of
hope and opportunity to people around
the world.
Any questions, please contact Anne
Redlus at annereclus@gmail.com or call
843-705-6373.
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THANKSGIVING DRIVE THRU FOOD COLLECTION AT LPC
Sunday November 14th 11:30 am- 1:00 pm
The Mission team is planning another drive thru food collection for Agape Family Center. Please
bring your donations to LPC, November 14th between 11:30 and 1:00 and we will happily unload
your vehicle. If you are attending church that day, please drive thru to unload after the service. If
you forget, we have had people run to Kroger after the service to pick up items for the collection…
we will still be there! Looking forward to seeing everyone on the 14th.

Most requested and needed items:
Fresh fruit, especially apples, oranges, limes
Sweet and white potatoes and onions
Canned fruit and vegetables, Canned meats and tuna, Soups
Dry and canned beans, Rice, Maseca - flour to make tortillas
Baby food, Pasta and pasta sauce, Cereal, Peanut butter/jelly

***** You may drop off any donations for the Mitten Project (new hats, gloves, mittens) at the
food drive too.

Mitten Project
As in past years, we are joining members of Temple Oseh Shalom
(who worship in our sanctuary) to help with the Mitten Project.
This effort got started one winter morning about 15 years ago when
Bluffton resident J J Nelson noticed school children alongside the
road waiting for their bus. They were jumping up and down to keep
warm as they did not have gloves, hats, etc. to ward off the chill.
This gave him the idea to start a collection. Donated items are given to four churches to distribute
in Beaufort and Jasper Counties. Needed articles are new hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, earmuffs
and headbands. If you can, please help us make this joint effort a success again this year! These
families appreciate anything you can do to help.
Donations can be dropped off in the designated basket in the narthex or during the food drive on
November 14th.
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Our congratulations to Anne Redlus
Anne was recently named South Carolina’s Jennie Award
winner for the General Federation of Women’s Clubs.
At this point, Anne is one of the two Region Winners. The
Region Winners Resumes will be submitted to GFWC in
Washington, DC and one from each of the 8 Regions will be
named the recipients of the Jennie Award by Spring, 2022. In
the end there are 8 National Winners who will be recognized in
New Orleans in June, 2022 at the GFWC Annual Convention.
The GFWC Jennie Award is the only national honor bestowed by
GFWC that recognizes individual members for personal
excellence. The Jennie Award is named in honor of GFWC's
Founder, Jane Cunningham Croly who wrote for national
newspapers under the pseudonym "Jennie June." The award is
an occasion to highlight extraordinary clubwomen who
epitomize her spirit of independence, courage and persistence through their roles as volunteers with
their clubs, representatives of their community and as members of a family or extended family.
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Thank you for your kind and generous donation to the
Bluffton Community Soup Kitchen
Your donation will help to provide hot home cooked meals to residents of
Beaufort County that include the sick and shut-ins, seniors, homeless, the
unemployed and working poor families.
During this pandemic, we have been able to provide a free outdoor food
pantry on Mondays and Thursdays; Hot Meals to Pick-up and Go on
Mondays and Wednesday and deliver free hot home cooked meals to the
elderly, sick and shut-ins on Wednesday. Thanks to your support, compassion and generosity you are
enabling us to serve our neighbors in need. Bluffton Community Soup Kitchen is a donor supported,
volunteer driven organization and our success is made possible by the commitment and support of
donors like you.
Thank you, thank you, thank you and that still is not enough !
If you would like to learn more about Bluffton Community Soup Kitchen, please follow us on our website
www .blufftoneats. org.

Lift Up the Vulnerable
(LUV)
Thank you for joining Lift Up the
Vulnerable in our mission to
prevent the trafficking and
oppression of vulnerable children
and women and empower them
to be changemakers in their
communities.
Your generous donation of $1,145.56 on October 22, 2021 is deeply appreciated and equips us to extend
protection, education, economic empowerment, and lots of love to future changemakers. These
important resources are key components to addressing vulnerabilities and ending exploitation and
trafficking in Sudan and South Sudan.
Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can be helpful to you in any way. We'd love for you to
stay more connected by following us on social media. You can find our unique links below.
Thanks again for your support in giving LUV, and the faith in us that it represents.
With much appreciation,
Audrey Moore
Chief Executive Officer
audrey@liftupthevulnerable.org
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DONATIONS DIRECT
If you would like to help the victims of the many recent
disasters, or Afghan resettlement, below are some options
for you to support directly.
Disaster Assistance Presbyterian Church (USA)
Online at pda.pcusa.org > Give > Active Disaster Responses
There is a list of disaster initial response accounts and designated disaster accounts
You can also get to the same spot by selecting pcusa.org and searching under disaster
Mail to Presbyterian Church (USA)
PO Box 643700; Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
Telephone to 800-728-7228 to give by credit card
Text “PDA” to 20222 to give $25 to the General Relief account
All Hands and Hearts Hurricane Ida Relief
Online at allhandsandhearts.org > donate now
Mail to All Hands and Hearts
6 County Rd, Suite 6 Mattapoisett, MA 02739
Afghan Refugees
Inspiritus (formerly Lutheran Services of Georgia)
Online at weinspirit.org > Welcome Afghan Allies: Donate
Mail to Inspiritus, PO Box 14458, Savannah, GA 31416

GED Program Update
We have enjoyed running a GED program at LPC since 2012. During that
time, we have helped 40 students obtain their diploma. Although there
were no classes held since the pandemic, we are currently working with three students directly.
Recently, Bluffton Self Help and The Literacy Center merged and are creating a GED program. It
makes sense for us as a congregation to support them rather than continue to have our own program.
We met with Barbara Bowers, Education and Resource Center Manager at BSH, and Amanda de
Verona, Education Director at TLC to brainstorm and combine best practices. The result is that classes
will be held at BSH starting this month and the format will be one subject at a time for day and
evening classes Monday-Thursday, twice-a-week, and a study hall/tutoring on Fridays. Each subject
will be scheduled for five-six weeks.

The volunteer opportunities are for teaching and mentoring. Mentoring consists of contacts with
students to set study goals and encourage them during the process. If you are interested in either
option, please contact Barbara Bowers at barbara@blufftonselfhelp.org or 843-757-8852. The first
semester is for language arts in September, followed by math in October, social studies in November,
and science in December. They also have funds to offer college scholarships of $1,000 per semester.
We, at LPC, will continue to work with the students we have, if they are unable to attend the BSH
classes, or if the subject they are working on is not the current one offered. We have agreed to
continue to be a source of assistance and advice as they go forward.
If you have questions or suggestions, contact Janit Maguire at janitmaguire@gmail.com or
845-527-6409.
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Finance
Financial results for the first nine months of the year reflect the continued
faithfulness of the congregation in their giving. Membership offerings are
running $17,499 ahead of budget. Due to the large number of members
who remit their full-year pledges in a lump sum, and do that early in the
year, it is likely that this gap will close over the next few months.
The Session regularly reviews the financial results, and are currently preparing budgets for next year.
We are hopeful that the membership will continue their generosity and take the opportunity to
increase their pledges during this stewardship season.
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Chris and Stephanie received stoles hand
woven in Guatemalan for Clergy Appreciation
month.
We were so surprised and appreciative of this
thoughtful gift and tangible recognition of our
ministry with you all at LPC. Thank you for
your support and encouragement, and
especially to the Session for this thoughtful
gift. We are blessed to be serving alongside
you all in ministry.
Peace,
Chris and Stephanie

Elder Larry Tremitiere treated the Worship
Ministry team to a boat ride from Hilton Head
to Beaufort for lunch in September.

Residents of Hampton Lake who are LPC members
and visitors got together for a cookout October 16th.

Under South Carolina blue skies on October 23, the LPC golf group gathered at Pinecrest Golf
Course for a 9-hole scramble tournament. 13 members and friends enjoyed a perfect day. This is
the 13th annual tournament! See ya'll next year!

Page 21

WORSHIP MINISTRY
Ushers Needed
Ushering once a month is a simple but important way to serve the church and to meet others. Please
consider volunteering for one of the spots listed below and contact Elder Larry
Tremitiere, ltrem1943@gmail.com. He will be sure you are trained and ready to go. Substitutes can be
found for Sundays that have to be missed. If you want to volunteer as a couple and there is only one spot
open, contact Larry as he may be able to do some switching around to accommodate. We need you!
1st Sunday 10:30 (Need 1)
2nd Sunday10:30 (Need 1)
3rd Sunday 8:30 (Need 1) 10:30 (Need 1)
4th Sunday 8:30 (Need 1) 10:30 (Need 1)
5th Sunday 8:30 (Need 2) 10:30 (Need 1)

Hanging of the Greens
Mark your calendars! Our annual “Hanging of the Greens” will take place immediately after
the late worship service on November 28th. If you would like to join in and help get the
sanctuary ready to celebrate the Advent season, please sign-up at the bulletin board in the
Narthex.

Poinsettias
It is time to order Memorial Poinsettias for the Sanctuary. If you would like to purchase a
poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone, please fill out this form and place it in the
collection basket or send it to the church office by December 5th. Make checks payable to
LPC with the notation "Poinsettia" on your check. 6” poinsettias are $13.00 each.
Please fill in your name and the honoree/memorial designation so we may include it in
our Christmas bulletin. If you have questions, please call the church office, 843-815-6570.
Name: _______________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________
In Honor of: __________________________________________________
Or
In Memory of: _________________________________________________
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“LPC Reads”

For All of the LPC Book Enthusiasts …

We would like to know if you have read any good books lately. The books can be on any subject.
Please email the title of the book, the author and brief description (one or two lines) of the book
and why you liked it to Carol Bogle at carolbogle21@gmail.com.

From Joan Walker
“The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek” by Kim Michele Richardson. Tells the story of the Roosevelt
Pack Horse Library in rural Kentucky during the early 1940s. A group of women deliver books via
horseback to people in the backwoods of Kentucky. Also documents the blue people of Kentucky.
”American Dirt” by Jeanine Cummins. A Mexican mother and her son’s journey from Acapulco to the
United States. A drug cartel has killed 16 members of her family and she knows she and her son are not
safe. Their journey is perilous, to say the least. Will it be worth it, in the end?
”The Four Winds” by Kristen Hannah. This takes place in Texas during 1934. The consequences of the
great Dust Bowl cause a woman and her family to travel to California in hopes of a new and better life.
Tells of their life once they reach California and the struggles they encounter trying to get established.
From Sonia Abernethy
“THE FIVE WISHES Of MURRAY McBRIDE”. Our book club read this and I loved it. Author is Joe Siple. I
found it free on Good Reads. Here is their description:
"With all his family and friends gone, 100 year old Murray McBride is looking for a reason to live. He finds
it in a 10 year old boy with a terminal heart defect and a list of 5 things he wants to do before he
dies. Together they race against the limited time they have left, ticking off wishes one by one."
(Some questionable language )
From Jan Alpert
A friend of ours here in Michigan, Mari D. Martin, has published a book about her husband's ordeal with
throat cancer, Come Home Alive, the Power of Knowing How to Work Together to Make it Through the
Crisis of Cancer. The book was published earlier this year by WestBow Press, a Division of Thomas
Nelson. You can purchase the book on Amazon. I have given a copy to several friends going through
cancer treatment. Chris is about 78 so the book is written for our age group. Both Amazon and Target
have the paperback book for about $18.
Mari and Chris usually spend March in Hilton Head. She would probably be available to speak to a church
group while she is here. She is a team building consultant to mostly Reformed Churches here in Michigan
and is often hired when a church is going through a transition to a new minister. She is a dynamic person,
very inspiring, and motivational.
Mari is a runner so the book has both a strong religious theme as well as a sports theme. The book is
about 200 pages long and has an extensive bibliography. She posted on a care blog every few days, so
much of the content was written as Chris was going thru the surgery and recovery and she was feeling
the anxiety.
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“LPC Reads” continued
From Lynn Cordy
A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Pumel. Biography of Virginia Hall, an American woman who was
awarded the French Distinguished Service Cross for her efforts with the French Resistance during
WWII.
She was restricted to clerical jobs by the American Foreign Service and ultimately hired by the British
special operations unit as a wireless operator. Her experiences read like fiction but are true. Master of
disguises, she frequently led Jews over the Alps to Spain in addition to work with resistance groups.
Her commitment to , and for, the occupied French people is amazing. Very humble woman..
declined ceremonies for her efforts even one with President Truman.
From Donna Aubrey
Title: Midnight in Chernobyl, The Untold Story of the World’s Greatest Nuclear Disaster
Review: “The book reads like an adventure novel, but it is a richly researched nonfiction work by a
brilliant storyteller…Get and read this gripping account to understand why people are still so afraid of
nuclear power." Skeptic magazine’s Science Salon This book was a NY Times best seller.
From Pam Davis-Webb
The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict
Fascinating historical fiction about Belle da Costa Greene who served as J. P. Morgan’s personal
librarian for his newly built Pierpont Morgan Library. The book highlights the lengths Belle must go to
preserve her carefully crafted white identity in the racist world in which she lives and works.
Falling by T. J. Newman
A pilot is faced with the chilling dilemma of a kidnappers demands - for his family to live, everyone on
the plane must die.
Fresh Water for Flowers by Valerie Perrin
A story of a cemetery keeper in a small French town. Full of people - their sorrows, passions, hopes and
secrets as the young caretaker, Violette Touissant shares her wisdom and learns to live again after the
worst has happened.
From Fran Keith Casperson
“Clanlands” by Sam Heughan and Graham Mc Tavish. You may recognize these names if you have
been a fan of the TV series Outlander. This is a travelogue of these two true Scotsmen (characters
Jamie and Dougal McKenzie) on a rant through Scotland in an old camper van, hauling with them a
boat, a kayak, a bicycle, a motorbike and lots of Scotch for their adventures as they relate Scotland's
history and culture. They reflect on their acting careers and find a new awestruck respect for their
native country. It's a fun read along with an interesting Scottish history lesson.

Lowcountry
Presbyterian Church
Phone: 843-815-6570
E-mail: office@lowcountrypres.org
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Important Covid Protocol Updates:
Since the session meeting, the criteria for changing the mask
requirements has been met and masking is now strongly
recommended, but not required.

Session Members:
John Abernethy (Membership)
(843)757-8099
jagolf@aol.com

Doug Adamson (Administration)
843-706-9260
adamson.doug@gmail.com
Donald Allison (Mission)
(843) 707-7671
dcsallison@gmail.com

Session Highlights
September and October Session Meetings
At its September 20th and October 18th meetings, the Session:
•

Received a report from Clerk of Session Ernest Bush that as
of October 18th meeting, LPC had 298 active members and 14
affiliate members, reflecting the loss of members Emo Lieser
and Shirley Wanket.

•

Was informed by Elder Adamson that deed reflecting the
transfer of the LPC campus from the Charleston Atlantic
Presbytery to the LPC Corporation has been signed and is
being filed.

•

Called a Special Congregational Meeting following the 10:30
am service on Sunday, October 24th to hear the report of the
Congregational Officer Nominating Committee (CONC) and to
elect new members of the Session.

•

Scheduled a Called Session Meeting following the 8:30 am
service on October 31st to examine and receive new
members.

•

Concluded that once three specific measures of the trend of
Covid infection in Bluffton fall to agreed upon levels, the
Session will lift its previously adopted required masking
requirement applicable to worship in favor of strongly
encouraging the use of masks.

•

Found that small groups of 12 or fewer members may meet
in LPC facilities without masking as long as all members of
the group are comfortable in doing so.

Carol Bogle (Christian Education)
(843)356-5268
carolbogle21@gmail.com
Debbie Hough (Worship)
(843)815-2884
hougha@bellsouth.net
Janit Maguire (Communications)
(845) 527-6409
janitmaguire@gmail.com
Diane Mikkelson (Mission)
(843) 368-6865
dianemikke@aol.com
William Thorpe (Christian Care)
(843) 706-2729
87wt1514@gmail.com
Larry Tremitiere (Worship)
(843) 208-3414
ltrem1943@gmail.com
LPC Mission Statement
Surrounded by God’s grace, we are a
family of faith joined together through
Christ, offering meaning and hope to all
by the way we worship, serve and live.

The next two Stated Session meetings are scheduled for November
15th and December 13th.
If you have any questions please contact Ernest Bush, Clerk of
Session at 843-290-3218 or elbush@mac.com.
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CHRISTIAN CARING MINISTRY
October was the month selected by the Presbyterian Church as Pastor Appreciation month.
The Christian Caring Ministry wants to make special recognition of and to our pastors Chris and
Stephanie.
Jeremiah 3:15 states: I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with
knowledge and understanding.
So appropriate for us to acknowledge our most deep and sincere appreciation for the amazing,
continual and very influential work that our pastors, Chris and Stephanie, have so effectively and
graciously given to our Church membership. Covid has magnified the necessity of their steadfast
committment to all of us at LPC. They are true shepherds of their flock.
Thank You and Thank God!
Bill Thorpe
______________________
Thank you for the beautiful flowers. We loved them!
Gail and Bill Box

Thank you to the prayer team and the entire congregation for all of the love and
prayers as we prepared for and went through Jaxson’s facial surgery. The surgery
went well and he is healing nicely. We so appreciate your support.
Derek and Kim Hardin

Please Remember Theses Members in Prayer
Bill Box
Al Burfeind

Glenna Hippensteel
Hank Parker

Stan Richards
Marilyn Waterworth

Christian sympathy is extended to:
The family of Shirley Wanket
The family of Rev. Dr. Robert Wallace
Upcoming Memorial Service:
A memorial service for Rev. Dr. Robert Wallace
will be held at LPC on Saturday, November 6th at 2pm
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November Birthdays
2 Lois Johnson
3 Don Keller
3 Joan Mullins
4 Louise Cooper
4 Chad Copenhaver
4 Jim Cubie
6 Dee McNair
8 Sandra Copenhaver
9 Leon Sell
9 Harriet Senior
10 Bonnie Dove
10 Lucy Herrin
11 Tom Cordy

December Birthdays
1 Ron Bleile
4 Joan Walker
6 Jan Alpert
6 Jane Deakin
8 Scott Kunkle
13 Sandy Iams
16 Bo Welch
16 Alice Reiter
17 Tom Catanese
18 Irv McNair
19 Dale Nordby

12 Sue Day
13 Betty Cooley
13 Carolyn Tripp
14 Kylie Wilkin
17 Doreen Cubie
17 Lois Poper
17 Betty Smith
19 Josh Fox
19 Margaret Hartley
23 Jean John
29 Rick Bogert
29 Hank Parker
29 Bill Rozea

19 Marzie Seibert
21 Karen Ball
22 Donald Bortz
24 Ella Barry
25 Judy Lowry
26 Karen Meyer
28 Susan Zeleznik
31 Barbara DiSauro
31 Howard Redlus

Our congratulations to James and Brittney Hale on the birth
of their daughter, Eliza Marie born October 23rd. She is
granddaughter to Becki Hale.

2021
Sun

7
Worship,
8:30 & 10:30am
Adult Sunday
School 9:35am

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
Worship
Ministry
7:00pm

2
Bells-12:30pm

3

4
5
Building &
Grounds 9am
Re-Engage/
Renew 12pm
Membership
Ministry 10:30am
CE Ministry 2pm
Communications
4:00pm

8

9
Bells-12:30pm

Mission
Ministry
4:00pm

Conroy Series—
4pm

14
Worship,
8:30 & 10:30am
Adult Sunday
School 9:35am

Outreach
4:00pm

15

16
Bells 12:30pm

Session
Meeting
7pm

Luke Study
2pm and
6:30pm

Fri

Sat
6
Men of
Purpose
9:00am

10
11
Christian Care Choir Practice
Ministry 10am 7:00pm
Luke Study
2pm & 6:30pm Admin/Finance
4pm
Youth Group
7pm

12

13

Elder
Training
10am

Men of
Purpose
9:00am

17

18
Choir Practice
7:00pm

19

20

Elder
Training
9am

Men of
Purpose
9:00am

25
Church Office is
Closed for
Thanksgiving

26
Church
Office is
Closed

27

Luke Study
2pm & 6:30pm

LPC Food Drive
11:30am-1pm

21
Worship,
8:30 & 10:30am
Adult Sunday
School 9:35am

22

Choir Practice
6:30pm

Hanging of the
Greens 11:30am

24

Youth Group
7pm

Community
Thanksgiving
Service 7pm

Elder Training
5:30pm

28
Worship,
8:30 & 10:30am
Adult Sunday
School 9:35am

23
Bells 12:30pm

29

30
Bells 12:30pm

31

