
January/February 2022 

LPC Mission Statement 

  Surrounded by God’s grace, we are a family of faith joined together  through Christ,  
offering meaning  and hope to all by the way we worship, serve and live. 

“Thanks to the Membership Team and Robin, Karen, and Dale, all enjoyed 
a night of good food and Christmas cheer on December 8th.”  
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LPC’s Technology Evolution 

In a year and a half, look how far we’ve 

come:  from those days when we pre-

recorded the service with Stephanie’s 

IPhone to the live streamed service! 

Though Stephanie worked hard to 

post a polished and meaningful 

service every week, only the staff can 

tell you how much work it took to get 

there!  (And our thanks to all the 

singers and ringers who contributed!).   

How fortunate we have been to have a staff who felt committed from day one to keeping the 

church connected and called by our Lord to be sure all had a chance to worship during the fear and 

disruption and isolation of the pandemic.  So many of you expressed what a balm it was to weekly 

view the sanctuary, and to hear the prayers and music and messages providing peace and comfort 

when all was uncertain in our world.  

As the pandemic continued and vaccines gave us hope that we’d get to worship again, we put out 

the call for funds to purchase live-streaming equipment and you responded enthusiastically.  

Thanks to Bob Lowry and Chuck Thomas who researched and figured out how to do the 

livestreaming, (and the worship team who ensures that on-line and in person worship happens), 

we’ve been offering both for well over a year now.  

We have some members with physical problems that prevent them from coming to worship, and 

others with  vulnerabilities in terms of Covid, and many who worship from out of state.  They all 

express how important the on-line services are for them.  Here are a few recent comments: 

“Anita and I are Sunday regulars at the 10:30 video service.  It is a well done effort and we appreciate 

it.   The services just keep getting more impressive.  The use of color and graphics really get our 

impression.  The sermons do send the message.  Thank you all.  

Karl Juelch 

                                                                                                                                                   (Continued next page) 

 
 

(A livestream view) 
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"For those who cannot be in church, for whatever reason, the streamed service has provided a 
necessary and vital link to God, prayer and song.  Kudos to those involved in the process.  Hats off 
and thank you from one who has benefitted greatly and will continue to 'be there' each Sunday." 

- Bob Barry 

The live stream worship also draws in many, many more visitors than we even know.  Did you 

know that on average 200 tune in every week? 
 

The live stream has been important for those moving here and seeking a church home.  A 
member who joined in March shared:  

I moved to Bluffton during the height of the pandemic and began an online search for a church with 
which to connect. Websites have become a “go to”, and LPC’s was very comprehensive in terms of 
mission and participation opportunities. What really drew me to LPC was the live streamed services. 
In a time when many (myself included) were uncomfortable attending a live service, this was 
invaluable. It afforded the opportunity to experience the style of worship, content of the Messages, 
and the music offerings. After streaming services for a couple of months, I knew LPC should be my 
new church home. 
  JR Wilson  
 

To stay “ on the air,” however,  we need more volunteers to continue this essential ministry.  This 

includes both those who will run the sound board and those who will do the live stream.  The 

process has been simplified enough at this point, that either job isn’t complicated to do.   With 

enough volunteers, the commitment by you could be once a month. Training for both will be 

provided until all are comfortable.  Even if the live stream doesn’t appeal to you, by volunteering 

on the sound board, you will make it possible for a few of those currently doing so to possibly 

train for the live stream.  Volunteering for either would be greatly appreciated!  Without help Bob 

and Chuck may not be able to keep the stream on the air every week.  
 

We invite all those who are interested in seeing up close how all this works, to a demonstration in 

the balcony after the 10:30 service on either January 16th or 30th.  We want everyone to see what 

this is all about.  Maybe after seeing it you will feel inspired and called to help. 

Finally, the Technology Task Force is exploring with consultants, how to make improvements to 

the sound in the sanctuary and the possibility of using projection.   Stay 

tuned for more information.  Donations to the Technology Fund are always 

welcome and another way to support our on-going efforts to enrich our 

worship services.   

Peace, 

Rev Herrin, with input from  Bob Lowry 

LPC’s Technology Evolution continued: 



Page 4 

Ordination & Installation of Elders on January 9th during the 10:30am Service 
  

As part of this worship service the next class of elders will be ordained and installed:  for the class of 
2024, Sandy Benninger, Jerri Hanna, Carolyn Marshall, and Anne Redlus; filling one unexpired term 
for 2022, Karen Couser.  Also to be ordained are Larry Tremitiere (class of 2023) and Donald Allison 
(class of 2021), for whom we couldn’t have the laying on of hands last year.   All ordained PCUSA 
deacons, elders and ministers will be invited to come forward to the chancel area at the appropriate 
time to participate in the laying on of hands.  
  

Annual Meeting, January 23rd  following the 10:30 am Service 
  
The Session has called a congregational meeting for the above time, to receive the annual report 
including the budget for 2022, to vote on changes in terms of call for the pastors, and to elect the at 
large members who will serve on the Nominating Committee for 2022.   All are invited and 
encouraged to stay for this important meeting.  

COMING IN 2022 

  
Sermon Talk Backs               

Once a month starting in February, following each service, the preacher of 
the day will have conversation about the sermon with all who are 
interested down front in the sanctuary, for no longer than 20 minutes or 
so.  Date to be announced! 

  

Scripture, Silence and Prayer  (SSP)     
Every 2nd and 4th Fridays in the Sanctuary, Rev. Herrin will lead Scripture, 
Silence and Prayer, from 11 to 11:30am. Come as you are at 11am, on the 
days you can.   
The SSP scriptures for meditation may be chosen from the Take5 readings 
or from the Sunday service to come.   
SSP begins February 11th. 

Congratulations  

to Rev. Dion  

on her engagement  

to James Shelley! 
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ALBERT AND MARIAN THOMAS 
Al and Marian Thomas were long time members at 
Lowcountry Presbyterian Church, joining in 1998.  They 
were active volunteers at LPC with Al serving as an Elder.  
They also volunteered in our community.  They were best 
friends and devoted to each other and to their son and 
daughter and their families.  They had a very strong faith 
and believed God is good and whatever happens (although 
we might not understand), there is some good to be found.  
Men of Purpose had a Pew Marker Plaque made to honor Al 
and Marian.  Jerry Wells installed the plaque with help from 
Bill Walker.   Al and Marian sat in a special pew which had a 
pew marker plaque honoring Marian’s mother and father – 
Mattie and Walter Hosey (at the other end of the pew).     
 

Below is the newspaper clipping of the dedication of an 
Emergency Operations Training room at Bluffton Police 
Dept. in honor of Al Thomas. His son Vince represented the 
family. 

Photo by Chuck Thomas 
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY Grow with us. 

Mission Statement:     
The Faith Formation Ministry educates, inspires and grows disciples in Christ. 

 

Would you like the opportunity to grow in your faith?  

Have you wanted to read the entire New Testament but thought it was too overwhelming?  

Would you like to read the New Testament and have the opportunity  

to discuss what you have read with fellow members of LPC ?  

If the answer to any of these questions is yes, then join us by taking 5 starting January 1, 2022.  This 
plan (originally called 5x5x5) makes it easy to read the New Testament: 5 minutes a day, 5 days a 
week.  The third "5" is ways you can "dig deeper" each day. You can still join after January 1st!  
Pick-up a booklet and sign-up in the Narthex or download it and sign-up at lowcountrypres.org/
adult-ed 

Join our Take5 Kickoff gathering to be held on Wednesday, January 5th at 6:00pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. Meet others embarking on this 2022 journey and get organized for the year ahead by picking 
up a reflection journal to record your thoughts along the way. Whether or not you plan to join our 
Digging Deeper group, you are welcome to attend. The Digging Deeper group will be a way to 
connect with others on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:00pm to discuss and reflect upon 
the previous month's reading.  

Take “5” 

New Name, Broader Vision 
 

The Christian Education Ministry got a new name! We are now the Faith Formation Ministry. 
We believe that faith formation is a lifelong process that educates, inspires and molds us into 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Please join us on this journey! 

The Faith Formation Ministry Team enjoyed lunch 

together for their December meeting. 

https://www.lowcountrypres.org/adult-ed
https://www.lowcountrypres.org/adult-ed
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 

Keep an eye out for a new small group book offering in February!  
More details to come! 

 

    Sunday School to Mid-week Classes 
 

Adult Sunday School AND Midweek Class on Praying with Scripture beginning January 9th 

and 12th with Rev. Dion.  

Learn new ways of engaging with scripture through Lectio Divina, drawing with scripture, 

Contemplation, and Colloquy. We will use readings from Take5 but you don't have to be doing 

Take5 to participate in the class.  

Join us on Wednesdays at 2pm, or if you can't do weekday daytime, join us for Sunday School at 

9:35am, both in the parlor! Come as you are, when you can. No preparation is needed. 

 

Women of Faith 
 

Women of Faith is a supportive community of Lowcountry Presbyterian 
women. The group utilizes book study to discuss, debate and creatively engage 
with God’s word in our lives and world. 
 

Join us for our first meeting on Tuesday, February 8th at 11:00am in the 
parlor, as we kick off a leisurely study of Inspired by Rachel Held Evans. Evans 
invites readers on a journey of rediscovery as she explores the magic of the 
Bible, engaging the old, familiar stories in new ways that honor the past and 
enlighten the present. 
 

Inspired will be the focus book of the group for nine sessions, with each meeting dedicated to 
discussion around one chapter. The group will meet in friendship and fellowship on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 11:00am. 
 

For the first meeting, we ask that you purchase a copy of “Inspired” for your journey. Amazon has 
brand new paperbacks available for $13.49. Used versions are available for less and a Kindle 
version is also available from Amazon. The book can be found most places you buy books, 
including Barnes and Noble on the Island. Please plan to read the Introduction, “Once Upon A 
Time…” pages, xi-xxiv before our gathering. This first meeting will be a great time for all of us to 
get to know each other!  
 

We hope you'll take advantage of this great opportunity for community and to grow in faith! 
 

Please contact Venus Holland (reidallenholland@gmail.com) or 
Pam Davis-Webb (psdw44@gmail.com) for more information. 
 

mailto:reidallenholland@gmail.com
mailto:psdw44@gmail.com


Page 8 

Bible 101 Begins in February!  
 

Want to brush up on your Bible knowledge?   

Want to learn Bible basics for the first time? 

Ever wonder how our Bible came to be? 
 

     Then Tuesdays at 6:30pm or Wednesdays at 2pm at LPC are the place to be!  
Starting February 1st and 2nd through March 8th and 9th, we will be embarking on Bible 101 
again! This class is Course 1 from Exploring The Bible: The Dickinson Series (Massachusetts Bible 
Society).  This first class is a broad overview of the Bible touching on how the Bible is organized, how 
certain texts were chosen to be included, various ways to interpret those texts and the archaeological 
settings of some of the Bible stories. This class will give you the opportunity to dig deeper and gain a 
new perspective of the Bible whether you are a Bible novice or have been reading it your whole life.  

There is some reading involved by the participants, but don’t be concerned because the chapters 
are relatively short. The cost of the book What is the Bible is $11.00 and can be purchased through 
Amazon, or order one through the office for $12 by January 21st at noon. There is also a Kindle version 
and an audio book both available through Amazon. 

After we have completed the overview of the Bible course (Bible 101), we will continue on with 
Bible 102 and 103 which are overview courses on the Old and New Testaments. You must take Bible 
101 to take 102 and 103 as each class  builds on the next. 

 Please sign-up in the Narthex or online at lowcountrypres.org/adult-ed and indicate which class 
you want to attend and if you are able to attend either time, as well as if you want the church to 
order you a book. Contact Rev. Dion if you are interested, but can’t attend in person. 
  

See testimonials of those who attended the classes below 
  
Although I have heard and adhered to various Bible verses, creeds, etc., this series of courses has 
put them in perspective.  I have a renewed understanding of my daily devotionals.  Getting to know 
church members in the class was a bonus.  The course is well organized and smoothly run.   

    — Debbie Hager 
  
The Bible series offers an opportunity to come together as a community in conversation to gain a 
deeper understanding of our faith. It was enlightening to read and discuss the many stories and 
passages of the New and Old Testaments from a variety of perspectives.  I gained a better 
appreciation of scripture - its wisdom and applications to my life and our world. I never left the class 
without learning something new and without further questions to explore!       

— Pam Davis Webb 

Lent starts on Wednesday, March 2nd.  Stay tuned by keeping an eye on the 
weekly eblasts for information about Lenten devotionals and classes. 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 

https://www.lowcountrypres.org/adult-ed
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 

Children and Youth Ministries 

Children’s Church is for children kindergarten through 
5th grade and meets every second Sunday of the month 
with Mrs. Phyllis Willever. 
 
Youth Group meets every 1st and 3rd Sunday at 9:30am 
in Fellowship Hall, led by Josh Fox with assistance from 
Terry Parker. All are welcome.  
 
Our Children and Youth are both using a new 
curriculum created by the PC(USA) called Follow Me! 
Both groups are learning about our Christian charge to 
Welcome All!  
 

Last Chance to give input on Devotional Offering! 
The Faith Formation ministry is soliciting input on which devotional offering 
we should continue providing: These Days (a Presbyterian publication) or 
Upper Room. Please respond to this one question survey by January 31st. 
Any data gathered will be used to decide which publication we continue 
providing. If we do not get a response, the committee will choose! We 
appreciate your feedback and hope you have been enjoying both offerings in 
the meantime. 
 

Upper Room: January, February is available. 
These Days: January, February, March will be available soon. 
 

Take the one question survey here:  https://forms.office.com/r/YhiA6akAaD 

 
Check out the bookcases in the Parlor  

 

There are a wide variety of books in the Parlor for people to borrow. We have several translations of 
the Bible, devotionals, and multiple copies of many books that could be used for group book 
studies. Some of the books that we have multiple copies of are:Risky Gospel by Owen Strachan; If 
You Want to Walk on Water, You've Got to Get Out of the Boat by John Ortberg; and 24 Hours that 
Changed the World by Adam Hamilton. You are welcome to visit the Parlor during regular church 
building hours as long there isn't a meeting taking place. There is no need to check out the books. 
There are also a few books in the Narthex by the Staff Recommendations sign for your reading 
pleasure. Contact Carol Bogle at carolbogle21@gmail.com if you feel led by the spirit to start a 
book study group.  

Pictured: Ella Barry, Josh Fox, Carter Fox, 
Marky Stauffer, and Sophie Stauffer 

https://forms.office.com/r/YhiA6akAaD
mailto:carolbogle21@gmail.com


Page 10 

                        Men of Purpose (MOP) 
 

    Men of Purpose is a Men’s discussion small group currently discussing 
“Simply Jesus” by N. T. Wright.  We plan to finish Wright’s book on January 15th 

and begin discussing “Fearless” by Max Lucado (suggested by Don Evons) on January 22nd. 
 

Meetings are Saturday mornings in the parlor at the main church from 9:00am to 10:30am.  
Meetings resume after the holidays on Jan. 8th, 2022. 
 

We welcome all men.  Questions contact Bill Walker – billwalker42@gmail.com. 

Conroy Literary Center Event 

LPC hosted part of the Conroy Literary Festival last 
November. 
 

Margaret Evans interviewed Patti Callahan about 
her book, “Once Upon a Wardrobe,” inspired by     
C. S. Lewis’ Narnia Series (See photo to the left). 
 

We hope to continue our relationship with the 
Conroy Center in 2022! 

Twenty-five people from LPC attended “Elf the Musical” on December 12th followed by dinner at 

Poseidon Restaurant. This outing was organized by Sue Martin on behalf of the Membership 

Ministry Team. More outings are coming in 2022. 

“Elf the Musical” 

mailto:billwalker42@gmail.com
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Happy New Year from the 

Music Ministry Team!  

Hope everyone had a wonderful 

Christmas and New Year’s Eve. Both 

music groups took a break over the 

holidays, but will begin rehearsing again 

in January. 
 

The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsals 

on Thursday, January 6 at 6:45 in the 

Sanctuary. This is a perfect time to join and sing with this delightful group of people. Just show up 

and we will fit you out with a folder, music and a robe. 
 

The Jubilate Ringers will begin rehearsals on Tuesday, January 11, at 12:30. Our first performance 

will be on February 13th for the Kirkin’ of the Tartan.  
 

Outreach concert in January: We are excited to announce that the Evolution Big Band will be 

returning to perform at LPC on January 23 at 2 p.m. See the announcement below. 
 

SPECIAL UPCOMING CONCERT! 

The Evolution Big Band is Bluffton, South Carolina’s hometown All-Star Big Band, playing jazz 

standards with a contemporary flare. The band features 17 of the top jazz musicians in the 

Lowcountry who are committed to keeping big band music alive and thriving. 
 

On January 23rd, the band will perform at 2 p.m. in the sanctuary at LPC. Admission is free and 

reservations are not required. The band will be asking for goodwill donations to help support        

non-profit organizations in the area. This concert will feature popular songs by Count Basie, Sammy 

Nestico and Duke Ellington. Plus, we will showcase some contemporary arrangements of jazz 

standards.  Penney Lynn Smith will be our featured vocalist.    
 

The mission of the Evolution Big Band is to support local charitable causes by performing big band 

music. Through playing at 

concerts and fundraising 

events, as well as donations 

from the band itself, to 

date the band has helped 

numerous non-profit 

organizations in the 

Lowcountry raise more 

than $200,000 to support 

their causes.    

MUSIC MINISTRY 
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BUILDING & GROUNDS MINISTRY 

Thank You ! 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee would like  to 
thank all of those that came out and worked so hard to 
clean up the church grounds on November 20th. Our 
volunteers weeded, trimmed, raked leaves, picked up 
downed branches and hauled brush to the dump. 
Because of you the grounds look wonderful and our day 
was a huge success! Afterward Fran and Dave Casperson 
treated everyone to some wonderful Mellow Mushroom 
pizza and drinks. So a big thank you goes out to them too!  

Back row left to right: Dale Nordby, Dick MacDougal, Robert Shumate, Clarke Marshall, Dave Casperson 
Front row left to right: Jerri Hanna, Fran Casperson, Sandy Benninger, Bonnie Flack, Bob Flack 
Volunteering but not pictured: John Abernethy, Betsy MacDougal, Margaret Hartley. 

The Building and Grounds Committee wishes to send, to all of our church members,  a most 
heartfelt thank you for your generosity in 2021. You gave of your time by helping to clean up our 
grounds. You gave of your money, that was so needed, to maintain our beautiful church and it’s 
property. Aside from the usual ongoing expenses for minor upkeep, utilities and lawn 
maintenance, we took on some much needed care and maintenance projects. The church porches 
and columns were painted and the non functioning recessed lights on the porches replaced. The 
Fellowship Hall roof also received a fresh coat of paint. We replaced a blower in one of the church 
air conditioning units and replaced an entire heating and air conditioning unit in Fellowship Hall.  
Six dead trees were removed from the property and new shrubs were planted by the 278 church 
sign. Drainage repairs were also needed and completed near the left rear corner of the church.  
 

It’s been a very busy and productive year for the Committee and we have been happy to serve.  As 
2021 has come to an end, and we look forward to a healthier and hopefully COVID free new year, 
let us all pause and reflect on how fortunate we are to have this beautiful House of God in which to 
gather and worship. To our congregation we wish you a Happy and Healthy New Year and to any 
member who wishes to join our committee we welcome you with open arms! 
 

Your Building & Grounds Committee: Dave Casperson, Bob Lowry, Clarke Marshall, Jerry Wells, 
and Chair Sandy Benninger 
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                                                         NOC Christmas Party 

Revs. Herrin and Dion stopped by the NOC Christmas party December 16th. LPC was thanked 
profusely for letting them hold their Bluffton program 4 days a week in the Fellowship Hall. 

The January Change Can Make a Change offering will be for NOC.  

Through its presence within targeted neighborhoods, Neighborhood Outreach Connection (NOC) 
connects with, listens to, and involves people. Through its programs, NOC provides resources, 
services, technology, and know-how that empower the individual, the family, and the community. 
Their Beaufort County programs assist school age children as well as adults in the areas of education, 
healthcare, workforce development, and community connections.   
 

Half of the Christmas Eve Offering went to Neighborhood Outreach Connection   
and half went to Inspiritus.  

 

Georgia-based Inspiritus provides support for those who have experienced disruption in their lives 
and works with community resources to provide the basic needs of shelter, food/water, and 
healthcare. Those from abused circumstances or refugees new to this country are assisted to find 
safe, stable homes, develop skills for gainful employment, and are supported in successfully 
integrating into their new communities with emphasis on self-sufficiency and a path toward 
citizenship. The overall goal is to move from surviving to thriving.  
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Thank you from the Mission Team for your outstanding display of generosity for our food drive! Our 
drive thru food collection looked like Chick-fil-a at lunch time!  
You donated over 1200 food items, including 180 bags of fresh produce. We filled three vehicles with 
food. A new record! 
 

Below is a note from Ponchitta Young, board member of Agape Family Life Center. 
 

“We can’t express enough how thankful we are to be the recipients of your food drive. Your support was 
definitely needed, our shelves are full now as we move  forward toward our “Feed the Hungry” event. 
Thank you ,Thank you, Thank you, 
We are indeed grateful! 

Ponchitta Young” 

Mitten Project 
What a wonderful response to our collection of outerwear for children! Because of your 

generous support for this project, many children in our area will be warmer this 

winter.  The total tally is as follows: 95 pairs of gloves, 88 hats, 22 pairs of mittens, 18 

scarves, 4 headbands,  7 pairs of socks, and 1 pair of slippers - 235 total items. 

Your concern for others is heartwarming indeed! 
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Backpack Buddies 
On Tuesday, December 7th, church volunteers packed 133 food bags which were 
then delivered to Prichardville Elementary School. Each bag contained 2 Cheerio 
cereals, 2 oatmeal cereal packets, a can of Spaghetti-o’s, a can of Mac and 
Cheese, 2 granola bars, an applesauce, 2 pudding cups, and animal crackers. 
There are currently 33 children in the program at Prichardville. On Friday 
afternoons during the month of December each of the children will receive a bag 
of food to help get them through the weekend.  

If you would like to participate in the Backpack Buddies program we will again be packing food bags 
on February 1st and April 5th, at 12:00 pm, at St. Andrews By The Sea United Methodist Church, 39 
Persimmon Street in Bluffton. We alternate months with a group from Oldfield. For more 
information or to sign up contact Sandy Benninger at sbenninger@sc.rr.com or 843 705-5233 home. 
 

Thanks for your generous donations! 

 
 

 November and December Change Can Make a Change 

for the Angel Tree: $4,704.72 

We have provided 132 gift cards and $750.00 towards  

the purchase of hams and oranges for Agape Life Center 

for families and seniors.  

(See your donations being distributed in the photo to the right) 

 

Christmas Joy Offering: $2,279 

 

Heifer Project: $3,635 

 

Christmas Eve Offering for Neighborhood Outreach Connection  

and Inspiritus: $2,614.00 
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Dedication of the Faith Builds house on December 16th. Ms. Pinckney, the new owner, is in the 
photos with her son and some community members including LPC member, Jan Alpert (left), and 
receiving a Bible (right). 

LPC workers took a break from painting Habitat Houses with Alljoy donuts provided by the Mikkelson's 
on Saturday, September 11th. Back row: Random guy who jumped in the picture, Randy Aubrey, Robert 
Shumate (brother of Sandy), Bert Ruys, Mick Mikkelson; Front row: Bob Flack, Donna Aubrey, Chris 
Herrin, Bonnie Flack, Margaret Hartley, Sandy Benninger 

Habitat Faith Build 
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Missions Article Jan/Feb 2022 Issue 

In addition to the monthly collections of which you generously participate, the Missions Ministry has an allocated budget 

amount to distribute to organizations in our area and beyond our borders. The budget amount is determined annually as 

part of the church’s total budget. Below is a list of the amounts we gave this year, to whom, and their mission statement. 

All organizations are vetted by the committee. Much prayer and discussion go into our choices, and we believe there is a 

great need for each and every organization. We welcome new members at any time to join our ministry. If you are 

interested, please contact Diane Mikkelson at dianemikke@aol.com  (843) 368-6865  or Anne Redlus at 

anneredlus@gmail.com  (609) 828-1970       

                                                                                               

Local Missions Budget Distribution 2021 

 Mission Statement Excerpts Amount 

Agape Family Life Center 
committed to empowering individuals, promoting family excellence and 

nurturing better health and wellness in Jasper County. 
 $    2,933  

Backpack Buddies 
to impact the current and future well-being of chronically hungry school 

children in our communities 
 $    1,600  

Bluffton Self Help (food + dollars) 
empowers Lowcountry residents to improve their lives by paving pathways 

to personal success and building communities of opportunity 
 $    1,019  

Boys & Girls Club - Jasper County 
To enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach 

their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens 
 $    2,000  

Bluffton Community Soup Kitchen 
prepares, serves and delivers food to and for the hungry, seniors, sick/shut-

in, homeless and poverty members of our community  
 $    2,000  

Deep Well Project 
address the basic needs of our clients, while working with them longer 

term, to foster greater self-sufficiency. 
 $    2,000  

Family Promise of Beaufort County 
to provide temporary shelter, family stability and permanent housing 

solutions for homeless families with children by mobilizing resources from 

interfaith and secular communities. 
 $    3,000  

Habitat for Humanity 
Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people 

together to build homes, communities, and hope. 
 $    1,162  

Hopeful Horizons 
provide safety, hope and healing to survivors of child abuse, domestic 

violence and sexual assault through evidence-based practices and lead in 

ending abuse through primary prevention and education. 
 $    2,000  

Hospice Care of the Lowcountry 

an independent, community-based, non-profit organization, serving 

Beaufort and Jasper counties for almost 40 years. It was established to give 

comfort and honor dignity for end-of-life patients and their families 

through compassionate physical, emotional and spiritual care, regardless of 

their financial circumstances. 

 $    1,000  

The Literacy Center  
to strengthen the literacy and the employability of residents of Beaufort and 

Jasper Counties by providing people with the skills and training to be 

successful in the family, workplace, and community. 
 $    1,000  

Lowcountry Legal Volunteers 
offer sound legal advice and guidance to our clients on all matters; help 

navigate the often-overwhelming complexity of the legal system; help 

families restore balance. 
 $    1,000  

Meals-on-Wheels  

providing meals to homebound clients in Hilton Head and Bluffton who 

lack capacity to prepare nutritious meals without regard to their ability to 

pay. We not only delivery meals, but we also make sure our clients are 

doing well as part of daily engagement with them. 

 $    1,500  

Memory Matters 
provides compassionate services for those experiencing cognitive decline, 

offers caregiver respite, supports families, and educates those who want to 

maintain or improve their brain health. 
 $       600  

NAMI 

dedicated to building better lives for Americans affected by mental health. 

NAMI advocates for access to services, treatment, supports and research 

and is steadfast in its commitment to raising awareness and building a 

community of hope for all of those in need. NAMI offers support and 

education programs for families and individuals living with mental health 

conditions. 

 $    1,000  

Neighborhood Outreach 

Connection (NOC) 
To help all individuals in the community achieve the “American Dream” – 

economic independence, and personal fulfillment. 
 $    1,000  

Red Cedar Elementary Teachers 
a technologically advanced PreK-Grade 5 school that offers cutting-edge 

academics, project-based classroom learning, innovative arts programs, 14 
 $       343  
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Red Cedar Elementary Teachers 

a technologically advanced PreK-Grade 5 school that offers cutting-edge 

academics, project-based classroom learning, innovative arts programs, 14 

clubs that appeal to students’ individual interests, and a strong support 

network of volunteers and business partners, 

 

 $       343  

Volunteers in Medicine 
to provide free medical care in a compassionate and professional manner to 

the uninsured of Greater Bluffton and Jasper County with an emphasis on 

preventative medicine and health education. 
 $    1,500  

Young Life Hilton Head/Bluffton Inviting young people to experience life as God designated it to be lived  $       600  

Total Local Missions   $ 27,257  
 

Missions Beyond Budget Distribution 

 Mission Statement Amount 

All Hands and Hearts 

 addresses the immediate and long-term needs of communities impacted by 

natural disasters. We communicate directly with local leaders and 

community members and then deploy our unique model of engaging 

volunteers to enable direct impact, helping to build safer, more resilient 

schools, homes, and infrastructure. 

 $    1,500  

Friends of Haiti 
serving the people of Haiti. By providing medical, dental, development, 

and educational services via teams of volunteer professionals, we seek to 

improve the lives of those living in impoverished areas 
 $       500  

Inspiritus 

guides individuals and families on a path from surviving to thriving. We 

empower those whose lives have been disrupted to discover their strengths 

and resilience, accompanying them as they grow into vibrant contributors 

to their community. 

 $    1,000  

Medical Benevolence Foundation 

Christian non-profit that focuses on healthcare and spreading the gospel of 

Christ in developing countries around the world. MBF builds healthcare 

capabilities for the long-run through country-wide networks of nursing 

schools, hospitals, and clinics that are a ministry outreach of the local 

church in each country.  

 $    1,500  

Partners in Health 

to provide a preferential option for the poor in health care. By establishing 

long-term relationships with sister organizations based in settings of 

poverty, Partners In Health strives to achieve two overarching goals: to 

bring the benefits of modern medical science to those most in need of them 

and to serve as an antidote to despair. 

 $    1,500  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

enables congregations and mission partners of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A) to witness to the healing love of Christ through caring for 

communities adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic event. Focuses 

on the long-term recovery of disaster impacted communities. 

 $     1,500  

Save the Children 

In the United States and around the world, we work every day to give 

children a healthy start in life, the opportunity to learn and protection from 

harm. When crisis strikes and children are most vulnerable, we are always 

among the first to respond and the last to leave. We do whatever it takes for 

children - every day and in times of crisis – transforming their lives and the 

future we share. 

 $    1,000  

Thornwell Home for Children 
 to prevent child abuse and neglect, to build up and reunite families, and to 

support healthy communities in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 $       600  

UNICEF 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has built an unprecedented 

global support system for the world’s children. UNICEF relentlessly works 

day in and day out to deliver the essentials that give every child an 

equitable chance in life: health care and immunizations, safe water and 

sanitation, nutrition, education, emergency relief and more.  

 $       600  

Water Missions International 
To honor God by developing, implementing, and sharing best-in-class safe 

water solutions that transform as many lives as possible, as quickly as 

possible. 
 $       500  

Total Missions Beyond   $  10,200  

 

Missionary Support 

LPC member Sarah Bleile 
Sarah is working as a Young Adult Volunteer with PC(U.S.A.) 

Presbyterian Missions program in New Orleans.  
$     1,500 
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COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY 

Volunteer Engagement Survey 
It is time for decisions for 2022! Please think and pray about where you would like to offer your 

time and talents for our congregation. Keep watch for our survey (coming soon) asking where you 

want to explore volunteering in 2022. There are ten ministries, and over 60 ways you could 

volunteer. You can commit to one single hour, once, to 1+ hours weekly, monthly, quarterly, or 

annually. You are the church. We need you. 

MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY 

New Member and Inquirers’ Class  
The Next New Member and Inquirers’ Class will be offered beginning February 20th from 4 to 5:30pm 

for three weeks.  Those interested in membership or simply learning more about the church should 

plan to attend.  Sign up by February 14th by contacting the church office or through our website 

lowcountrypres.org/news-events. During the class we will learn about what Presbyterians believe, 

have faith discussions around tables, and time to get to know others who are also joining. 

Accommodation can be made for missed classes, but attendance at all three is encouraged.   

 

Coffee Time Is Returning In 2022  
Coffee time will resume on the third Sunday of each month beginning in January depending on Covid 

conditions.  We need volunteers to help! 

Duties include:   

Bringing treats (cookies, cake, fruit or whatever else you like). Treats do not have to be homemade.   

Set up, make coffee, and clean up afterward. 

Sign-up in the Narthex, or online at lowcountrypres.org/news-events.  

Ushers Needed 
Some Usher spots have been filled but some remain open.  Thank you to those who have volun-

teered for this simple but important way to serve the church and to meet others.  See below those 

monthly spots still to be filled.  Contact Elder Larry Tremitiere, ltrem1943@gmail.com if interest-

ed and he will get you trained.  Substitutes can be found for Sundays that have to be missed.   

3rd Sunday 8:30  Need 1    

4th Sunday 8:30  Need 1    10:30 Need 1 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

https://www.lowcountrypres.org/news-events
https://www.lowcountrypres.org/news-events
mailto:ltrem1943@gmail.com
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There are more opportunities to come to learn about the criminal justice system!  

Our Outreach ministry is working on hosting new speakers on a monthly basis, as 

well as putting together a tour of the Allendale Correctional Institution, a South 

Carolina state prison.  

There should be advocacy opportunities coming your way as well!  

Stay tuned and reach out to Rev. Dion if you’d like to get involved and be a part of 

the planning and conversation! 

OUTREACH MINISTRY 

Criminal Justice Series 

Fifteen people went on a tour of the 14th circuit 

solicitor's office in November. This tour of their 

victim's services center was a continuation of the 

criminal justice series the Outreach team hosted 

in September.  

Looking Forward 

Hanging of the Greens 

Beth Bleile 

Dale Nordby and  

Micki Underwood 

Chad & Sandra Copenhaver  

and Phyllis Willever 
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For All of the LPC Book Enthusiasts …  
We would like to know if you have read any good books lately. The books can be on any subject. 

Please email the title of the book, the author and brief description (one or two lines) of the book 

and why you liked it to Carol Bogle at carolbogle21@gmail.com.  

“LPC Reads”   

From Rev. Chris Herrin 

Dusk Night Dawn, On Revival and Courage by Anne Lamott 
I have shared quotes from Lamott in my sermons, most recently from her book on prayer, Help, 
Thanks, Wow, which I also recommend.  In her first best seller, Travelling Mercies, which could be a 
place to start in reading her writings, Lamott shares about her journey to sobriety and conversion, 
with much humor.  (She attends a Presbyterian Church in California and quotes from her pastor, 
whom I met at General Assembly in 2018).  
  

In Dusk Night Dawn, written this year, are her reflections on entering the “third third” of her life, 
getting married for the first time three days after getting her Medicare card!  She reflects on love, 
aging, friendship, family and faith in the midst of the darkness of this time in our world.  In the 
preface she writes after recounting an annoyance, “In the third third of life, you may become just as 
miserable and prickly as ever, but you cycle through more quickly.  You remember other dark nights 
of the soul and how by dawn they always broke.  You discover that everything helps you learn who 
you are, and that this is why we are here.  You roll your eyes at yourself more gently.  You sigh and go 
make yourself a cup of tea.”  
  

From the jacket, “Lamott shows us the intimate and individual ways we can adopt to move through 
life’s dark places and toward the light of hope that still burns for us all…Lamott explores the thorny 
issues of life and faith by breaking them down in to manageable, human-sized question for readers to 
ponder and in the process showing us how we can amplify life’s small moments of joy by staying 
open to love and connection.” 
 
From Bill Thorpe 

To Rescue The Republic  by Brett Baier. I recommend this book for anyone alarmed by the uncertain 
and degenerate nature of today’s America. 
 

American politics just after Lincoln’s assassination was, for many years, plagued by personal 
destruction, intrigue and hyperpartisanship—so similar, to me, as today. Sad to realize how 650-
700,000 lives could have fought for so little, at least is terms of freedom of the slaves. Comforting to 
realize our recent times may not be unique. 
 

A Conversation With God The Night Before Christmas  by Jennifer Heck.  Jennifer was born with 
cerebral palsy yet achieved a college education (U Kentucky), was employed during her working life 
as a graphic designer and corporate facilitator and lastly as an author of Christian books. 
 

I am always impressed and affected by persons who, despite disabling conditions, achieve and share 
with others, extraordinary life goals. 
 

I found the book on Kindle.  I recommend reading it—especially at Christmastime. 
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“LPC Reads” continued 

From Carol Bogle 
 

If you like historical fiction intertwined with a political thriller, then you should check out the many 

novels written by Steve Berry. I recently read The Alexandria Link.  What if the Old Testament was 

translated from Old Hebrew to Greek incorrectly thousands of years ago? What if the land that the 

Jewish people thought was theirs (Palestine) based on Genesis Chapter 15 isn't correct? What if the 

Library of Alexandria does in fact exist and contains documents that can answer these questions? 

There is a shadowy group of rich businessmen and several governments interested in finding the 

Library of Alexandria and they are all willing to kill to find out the location of the library. 
 

American Dirt- a novel by Jeanine Cummins. This is a story of Lydia and her young son on the run 

from a powerful Mexican cartel after the cartel leader had her entire family murdered. Lydia and 

her son flee Acapulco, where they had lived and make the trek to the United States. It is essentially 

a migrant story that is rich in detail and well researched. The book gave me a new perspective on 

the migrant experience from Central America and Mexico. 
 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot (non-fiction) . The story starts in 1951 

when Henrietta Lacks was diagnosed with cervical cancer at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. Doctors 

took some of Henrietta's cells without her knowledge for a research project on cervical cancer. 

Henrietta's cells turned out to be quite unique because of the length of time the cells survived. Her 

cells formed the basis of new medical treatments and vaccines. Medical research companies made 

millions of dollars off of Henrietta's cells. In short, Henrietta's cells were a huge breakthrough in 

the fields of research of disease and genetics. Henrietta died shortly after her diagnosis, leaving 

behind 5 young children and her husband. For many years Henrietta's family had no idea about the 

profound effect her cells had in the medical world. They never received any compensation 

from any of the companies that benefited from the use of Henrietta's cells. The story highlights 

important issues such as patient consent, medical ethics and racism (Henrietta was poor and 

black). There is also a movie based on the book starring Oprah Winfrey and Rose Byrne. You can 

find the movie on HBO. This is a thought provoking book. 

 

****There is a new used book store called The Kneady Cat Books and Gifts located at 108 

Buckwalter Pkwy, Unit 2D in Bluffton. It is near the Cinemark movie theater. The store sells         

"pre-loved books and unique cat-themed gifts" A portion of the store's profits is donated to the 

Palmetto Animal League. The website is www.thekneadycat.org. The store is also on Facebook. 

http://www.thekneadycat.org


Phone: 843-815-6570 
E-mail: office@lowcountrypres.org 

Lowcountry 
Presbyterian Church 

 

Session Members: 

John Abernethy (Membership) 
(843)757-8099 
jagolf@aol.com 

Sandy Benninger (Building & 
Grounds) 
(843) 705-5233 
sbenninger@sc.rr.com  

Carol Bogle (Faith Formation) 
(843)356-5268 
carolbogle21@gmail.com 

Karen Couser (Christian Care) 
(843) 422-2473   
kcouser16@gmail.com   

Jerri Hanna () 
(843) 645-0610  
jih9579@aol.com  

Debbie Hough (Worship) 
(843)815-2884 
hougha@bellsouth.net 

Carolyn Marshall (Administration) 
(805) 522-8346   
rivercovecottage@gmail.com  

Diane Mikkelson  (Mission) 
(843) 368-6865  
dianemikke@aol.com 

Anne Redlus () 
(843) 705-6373  
anneredlus@gmail.com  

Larry Tremitiere (Worship) 
(843) 208-2107 
ltrem1943@gmail.com 
 

LPC Mission Statement 

Surrounded by God’s grace, we are a 
family of faith joined together    through 
Christ, offering meaning and hope to all 
by the way we worship, serve and live. 
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Session Highlights 
November and December Session Meetings 

 
At its November 15th and December 13th meetings, the Session:  
 

• Received a report from Clerk of Session Ernest Bush that as of 
December 13th meeting, LPC had 307 active members and 14 
affiliate members, reflecting the addition of the 14 new members 
received by the Session at its October 31st Special Meeting and 
the loss of Larry Kellogg, Donna Myers, Al Burfeind and Betty and 
Ted Cooley. 
 

• At the November 15th meeting, the Session elected Elder Donald 
Allison to serve as Commissioner to the Fall Meeting of the 
Charleston Atlantic Presbytery. 
 

• At the December 13th meeting, the Session: 
 

o Welcomed Sandy Benninger, Karen Couser, Jerri Hanna, 
Carolyn Marshall and Anne Redlus as new members of the 
Session following their election at the October 24th Special 
Congregational Meeting.  They will be installed at the 
10:30 worship service on January 9th.  Elders retiring from 
the Session (Doug Adamson, Don Allison, Janit Maguire 
and Bill Thorpe) shared with the new Session members 
their reflections and thoughts on their past years of 
service.  
 

o Voted to call the 2022 LPC Annual Congregational Meeting 
following the 10:30 worship service on January 23rd. 
 

o Voted to recommend revised terms of call for Rev. Herrin 
and Rev. Dion to the congregation for its approval at the 
Annual Meeting. 
 

o Adopted the 2022 Budget, to be shared with the 
congregation at the Annual Meeting. 

 
The next two Stated Session meetings are scheduled for January 24 and 
February 21, 2022.   
 
If you have any questions please contact Ernest Bush, Clerk of Session at 
843-290-3218 or elbush@mac.com. 

mailto:jagolf@aol.com
mailto:sbenninger@sc.rr.com
mailto:carolbogle21@gmail.com
mailto:kcouser16@gmail.com
mailto:jih9579@aol.com
mailto:hougha@bellsouth.net
mailto:rivercovecottage@gmail.com
mailto:dianemikke@aol.com
tel:8437056373
mailto:anneredlus@gmail.com
mailto:ltrem1943@gmail.com


CHRISTIAN CARE MINISTRY 
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Christian sympathy is extended to: 
 

The Family of Al Burfeind. 
 

Andy and Debbie Hough on the death of Andy’s brother, Tom 
 

Lynn Cordy on the death of her sister, Trudy Stafford 
 

Kathy Crist and family on the death of her niece, Christina  
 

Bob Barry on the the death of his brother, Bill 
 

Earline Nichols on the death of her husband, Nick  

Fran Marshall Hank Parker Marilyn Waterworth 

Please Remember Theses Members in Prayer 

NEW Bluffton Breeze Transit Service 
LPC member Susan Zellman is the Chair of the Board of Directors for Palmetto Breeze and there is 
a NEW Bluffton Breeze Transit Service! 
Did you know that Bluffton now has weekday fixed-route public transportation to help you get where 
you need to go? The "Bluffton Breeze" is a safe, convenient, and cost-effective alternative to getting 
around town. The Bluffton Breeze runs Monday through Friday, 7am to 6pm, year-round -- 
connecting you to work, shopping, entertainment and so many other great destinations around 
Bluffton. The Bluffton Breeze (run by Palmetto Breeze) is FREE through  June 30, 2022, and will be 
just $1 per trip starting in July. For route maps and times  visit www.BreezeBluffton.com. 

Dear LPC, thank you very much for all the lovely flowers you have been 
sending since I was ill, and the messages. I am hoping to get back to 
church soon. I wanted to go with a friend, but had another fall and couldn’t 
make it, but I hope I will get there soon. I just need to be careful and use 
my walker all the time.  
Have a lovely Christmas and hope to see you soon,  
Margaret Tout 

http://www.breezebluffton.com/
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January Birthdays 

February Birthdays 

LPC members, Karen Ball, Judy Barry, Maureen 
Kalmbach and Betsy MacDougal sang in the 
December Sun City Chorus & Orchestra 
performances of Christmas With a Little Zing! 

1 Jim Martin 

2 Judy Barry 

6 Ernest Bush 

7  Matt Hale 

7  Barbara Hunchar 

7  John Preston 

7  Vera Toulmin 

8 Evelyn Baker 

8 Fran Casperson 

8 Betsy MacDougal 

8 Judy Placer 

9 Lori Higgins 

10  Beth Bleile 

12  Harriet Bender 

15  Edith Rea 

16  Bebe Blount 

16  Karen Couser 

16  Daniel Herrin 

17  Rip Powell 

18  Earline Nichols 

18 Walt Stein 

18 Ann Tekelenburg 

20 Mary Ann Burgeson 

20 Debi Franklin 

22 Carl Smith 

23 Joan Keene 

24 Dulcie Knoll 

25 Carol Hissom 

30 Debbie Hager 

30  Mark Stauffer 

1 Lois Lunardini 

2  Carolyn Theil  

2 Jay Wilkin  

4 Leland Day  

4 Janet Lang  

5 Kathy Crist  

7 Marilyn Miesner  

7 Lauren Robinson  

8 Carolyn Alexander  

9 Frances Marshall  

9 Dick Eberhart  

10 Doug Dixon  

14 John Rea  

14 Ev Sellers  

14 Rob Webb  

14 Tedi Zaryczny  

17 Becki Hale 

18 Jerri Hanna  

21 Larry Tremitiere  

25 Kim Hardin  

25 Don Pierce  

26 Vonnie Stearns 

27 Mick Mikkelson  

27 Chuck Kreitler  

28 Maureen Kalmbach 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Happy New Year 

2 
Worship  
8:30 &  10:30am 
 
Youth Group 
9:30am 

3 
Worship  
Ministry 
7:00pm 

4 
 

 

Outreach 
4:00pm 

 

5 
“Take 5” 
Kick-off 
6pm 
 

6 Building &   
      Grounds 9am 
Membership    
Ministry 10:30am 

Faith Formation 
Ministry 2pm 

Choir 6:45pm 

7 
 
 

8 
 
Men of Purpose 
9:00am  

9 
Worship  
8:30 &  10:30am 
Adult Sunday 
School 9:35am 
Ordination & 
Installation at 
10:30am 

10 
 

11 
 

Bells-12:30pm 

Communication 
4:00pm 

 

12 
Christian 
Care 10am 
 
Faith 
Formation 
Class 2pm 

13 
Choir Practice 
6:45pm 
 
 

 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
Men of Purpose 
9:00am  

16 
Worship  
8:30 &  10:30am 
Youth Group 
9:30am 
Adult Sunday 
School 9:35am 
Technology 
Demo 11:30am 

17 
 
 
 

18 

Bells 12:30pm 

 

 

19 
Faith 
Formation 
Class 2pm 
 
 
 
 

 

20 
Choir Practice 
6:45pm 

21 
 
 

22 
 
Men of Purpose 
9:00am  
 
 

23 
Worship  
8:30 &  10:30am 
Adult Sunday 
School 9:35am 
Congregational 
Meeting 11:30 
Evolution Big 
Band 2pm 

24 
 
Session 
Meeting 
7pm 

25 
Bells 12:30pm 
 

 

26 
Faith 
Formation 
Class 2pm 
 
 
 
 

27 
Lay Visitation 
11:15am 
 

Admin/Finance 
4pm 
 

Choir Practice 
6:45pm 

28 
 

29 
 
Men of Purpose 
9:00am  

30 
Worship  
8:30 &  10:30am 
Adult Sunday 
School 9:35am 

Technology 
Demo 11:30am 

31      

2022  


